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The Thompson Indians of southern British Columbia
speak a northern Interior Salish language with mild
dialectal differentiation (fig. 1). Thompson and
Thompson based their work on study with distin-
guished and exceptionally knowledgeable speakers,
beginning primary work in 1964 with Chief William
Samson (b. 1901, d. about 1990) of Kanaka Bar.
Egesdal worked from 1980 to 1983 with Hilda Austin
(fig. 2) of Lytton. The Thompsons worked from 1975
to 1989 with Mabel Joe (fig. 3) of Lower Nicola, from
1979 to 1989 with Mary Coutlee (fig. 4) of Merritt,
and from 1968 to 1991 collecting the most extensive
material from Annie York (fig. 5) of Spuzzum. As a
young woman York studied specialized topics in the
language with the oldest and most knowledgeabl
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these materials and Thompson and Thompson (1962-
1982), Egesdal (1980-1984), and M.T. Thompson
(1985-1991), there are manuscripts containing linguis-
tic data in the Canadian Museum of Civilization, Hull,
Quebec; the National Anthropological Archives,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington; and the
American Philosophical Society Library., Boas
Collection. The monographic description by Thompson
and Thompson (1992) contains an extensive list of ref-
erences to earlier work on the language. Additional
published sources include Laforet, Turner, and York
(1993) on traditional food categories and M.T.

speakers available in preparation for medical interpret-
ing work, and she had experience with several dialects.
She was the principal guide in the analytical work.
Primarily Spuzzum (Lower Thompson) dialect is rep-
resented here.

1. SOURCES
Early treatments of the Thompson language are few:
Gibbs (1877), Good (1878, 1879, 1880, 1880a), Boas
(1899), and Hill-Tout (1900). The most extensive ear-
lier recording was done by James Teit, who was mar-
ried to a Thompson woman and reportedly knew the
language well. His notes and publications (Teit 1900,
1930, and manuscripts in the American Philosophical
Society Library, Philadelphia) transcribe many words.
The phonetic structure of the language is especially dif-
ficult, and these early researchers did little analysis.
Boas’s and Teit’s transcriptions are often unreliable for
phonetic detail and difficult to interpret, even after con-
siderable experience.

Other field s have collected | ge data
used for this chapter: Bouchard (1973, 1974), Kinkade
(1989-1993), Kuipers (1973), Mayes (1975-1979),
Suttles (1951, 1962), and Turner (1973-1989). Besides
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Fig. 1. Approximate precontact distribution of the Thompson
language, though probably only the hunting range extended so far
south. Upper Thompson dialects are: 1, Upper Fraser; 2. Spences
Bridge; 3. Lytton; 4, Nicola (after Teit 1900).



Thompson and Egesdal (1993) and Egesdal and M.T.
Thompson (1994) on analyses of legends. Thompson
and Thompson (1996) is an exhaustive dictionary.

2. PHONOLOGY

2.1

Consonants are charted in table 1. Some boxes extend
over two categories; the consonant symbol is placed to
reflect the primary articulation, with the empty spaces
suggesting nondistinctive variants.

The first two obstruent categories contain stops
(including affricates), which are forcefully articulated.
The glottalized stops are ejectives. Plain stops and spi-
rants tend to be heard as voiced in many voiced sur-
roundings (spectrographic analysis has not shown
actual voicing; Mayes 1979). Plain stops are unaspi-
rated before vowels and resonants, but somewhat aspi-
rated before a spirant, and regularly before another
stop. In syllable-final position plain stops are strongly
aspirated. In allegro speech, p, t are unreleased before
their homorganic nasals m, n, respectively.

The resonants and spirants form a larger class of
continuants. Of the resonants, y, y, w, W are semi-
vowels; the rest are liquids. Resonants generally have
syllabic status between two obstruents, between an
obstruent and a pause, or between another resonant and
an obstruent or pause. Perceiving laryngealization in
resonants 1, A, [, 2, etc., can be difficult, especially in
allegro speech.

In table 1 the labials are regularly bilabial. The con-
trast between p and p is particularly hard for the nonna-
tive ear to discern (especially vis-a-vis postvelars g and
4, which are easily distinguished). Dentals and laterals
are articulated fundamentally with the tongue tip touch-
ing the back or roots of the upper teeth. 4 is a glottalized
dental stop with lateral affricative ejective release. 4 is
the only common dental ejective, as Proto-Salishan */
and *4 coalesced historically in Thompson. Glottalized
dental { accordingly is rare, limited to apparently bor-
rowed or archaic words; it also occurs occasionally as a
nondistinctive variant of A. # is sporadically pronounced
as an affricate [A]. Lateral resonants [, [ are relatively
uncommon; historically Proto-Salishan */, *[> Th A
and Th /, / are either borrowings or derive from Proto-
Salishan *r, *r (Kinkade and Thompson 1974).
Glottalized 7 (but not plain n) is assimilated to [§]
directly before a velar stop in the same syllable.

Among the postdentals, ¢ is basically a glottalized
postdental stop with sibilant affrication in its ejective
release; it is palatalized frequently before a rounded
uvular stop (e.g., g%, §*). z, Z are alveolar slit spirants,
resembling z in position, but th in English breathe in
shaping. z, Z are articulated with some lateral opening,
which can cause the nonnative ear to confuse them with
1,1, respectively (and especially Z and /). ¢, s are alve-
olar, with hollowing of the tongue behind the tip; they

are not common, appearing primarily in special envi-
ronments involving tongue-root retraction. ¢ resembles
the consonants in English its, s the sibilant in sauce;
both have a dark, hollow timbre, caused by a cupping
of the tongue in back of the key point of articulation
(but not retroflexed).

Among alveopalatals, spirant s is usually similar to
the shibilants in English shush, and c is usually similar
to the affricates in English church (or commonly those
in judge when unaspirated). y, y are palatal semi-
vowels, very similar to y in English yes, boy.

Prevelar obstruents k, Kk, x are very front (almost
palatal); k», k=, x* are rounded (labiovelar) and pro-
duced further back than their simple prevelar counter-
parts. Prevelars are noticeably backed in the
neighborhood of a postvelar in the same word. Simple
prevelars k, k, x seem to have a slight [] offglide in
clusters and final position; x correspondingly often
resembles the prevelar fricative [¢] in German ich.
The prevelar resonants y, y are front velar spirants
with very little friction; they are exceedingly rare and
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Fig. 2. Hilda Austin (b. about 1912, d. 1994), with bulbs of yellow
avalanche lily (Erythronium grandiflorum), which she collected
in Botanie Valley, near Lytton, B.C. The bulbs were used in a
“pudding” along with saskatoon berrics, salmon eggs, deer fa
and roots. Austin, a talented storyteller, was Egesdal’s linguistic
consultant from 1980 to 1983. Photograph by Harriet Kuhnlein,
Lytton, B.C., 1984.




Table 1. Consonants

Labial | Dental Lateral | Post- Alveo- Simple Rounded Simple | Rounded | Laryngeal
dental | palatal (pre-) (pre-) Post- Post-
velar velar velar velar
Obstruents
Stops. glottalized
ejective P i i ¢ ¥ k- g g
Stops, plain P t ¢ c k k q q %
Spirants t 5 s x x ¥ ¥ h
Resonants
Plain m n ! z y Y w ‘ o
Laryngealized | A i 3 ¥ y W ¢ (3

apparently are being replaced with y, y. Older speakers
(born before 1915) have y, y, where younger speakers
(born after 1915) tend to have y, y, especially in postvo-
calic position following [i], such as niypikn versus
niypikn ‘noon.’ Both groups have y in words such as
syép ‘tree’ or smyéw ‘lynx.’ Rounded prevelars k*, £*,
x~ are produced at roughly the position of English [k] in
cool. The resonants of this rounded prevelar set are
simply the semivowels w, w.

Simple postvelar obstruents g, ¢, x vary from very
back (uvular) articulation to positions close to that of
English [K] in cool. They are quite clearly distinguished
from prevelars k, K, x, which themselves are rather far
front. Rounded postvelars g, ¢*, x* are most easily con-
fused with their rounded prevelar counterparts k*, k*, x*
While ¢, ¢, x* are sometimes clearly uvular, they are
most often produced farther front, often very close to the
place of articulation for the rounded prevelars k", k*, x*
The Nicola Valley dialect shows wider spacing (and thus
less perceptual ambiguity) between the rounded preve-
lars and postvelars. Postvelar resonants ¢, ©*, ¢, ¢, are
basically pharyngeals, produced by retraction of the
tongue root and general narrowing of the pharynx. The
plain pharyngeals ¢, ©* commonly have some uvular fric-
tion or occasionally a uvular trill, and occasionally some
suggestion of creaky glottal production. The laryngeal-
ized counterparts ¢, ¢~, usually involve a full glottal stop.

The laryngeal glottal stop ? is very common; laryn-
geal spirant h is relatively infrequent. h is sometimes
difficult to distinguish from prevelar spirant x; h and
postvelar spirant x vary freely in certain words.

2.2,

Vowels are shown in figure 6. The primary vowels are
i. u, e, 2; the others are retracted counterparts, which
are less common and to some extent automatic variants
of primary vowels.

i, fundamentally similar to i in English machine, has
variants resembling ¢ in French éré after postvelars,
and e in English jer before postvelars. After a postvelar
it frequently has a brief central onglide. i is similar to
French ¢, but centralized and accompanied by lowering
of the back of the tongue; it is rare.

u, basically similar to u in English prune, sounds like
the vowel in foot in closed syllables before rounded
prevelars, like o in French mot by postvelars and some-
times in other positions. After an unrounded velar it has
a noticeable central onglide. o is low back rounded,
resembling o in French bonne (and similar to the vowel
of American English law).

e has a norm similar to the vowel in French belle, but
it is higher before y, y, and otherwise often lower (like
the vowel in English cat), especially near retracted con-
sonants. a ranges in the low central to back area, rather
like a in American English father, farm and unrounded
pronunciations of o in hot, sob.

2 (schwa) is lax; it varies from a rather low back
unrounded vowel like that of most American pronunci-
ations of but, luck adjacent to retracted consonants, to
a lower high central unrounded vowel resembling the
unstressed vowel in many American pronunciations of
roses. It has rather high variants, fronted before
palatals, backed and somewhat rounded adjacent to
rounded velars. 2 is similar to the vowel of American
but, luck, but lower and farther back.

The lax vowels 2, 2 oppose all the other vowels, which
are tense. Certain vowels are homorganic (produced
with roughly the same position of the vocal organs) to
consonants: itoy, utow, ato ¢, oto ™ similarly, e acts
morphophonemically as homorganic to ?, h.

23.

Intonational elements have not been extensively stud-
ied. The stresses marked are primary ( “ ) and sec-
ondary (). Unstressed syllables are unmarked except




Fig. 3. Mabel Joe (lislastku; b. 1917) holding a mat made of
common reed grasses (Phragmites communis) collected from
Nicola Lake. It was used traditionally for drying berries. Well
known for teaching both language and culture in the local schools,
Joe worked with Sharon Mayes, and with M.T. Thompson to
transcribe and translate texts. Photograph by Nancy Turner,
Lower Nicola, B.C., 1985.

in underlying forms ( ). The distinct phrase-end into-
nations are: nonterminal ( , )—ending below mid range
without dramatic rise or fall, nonfinal sentence portion;
general (. )—mid-high with last primary stress, abrupt
drop to low, usual sentence end (including factual
questions); soliciting (?)—mid-high with last primary
stress, light rise, request for confirmation; and incon-
clusive(—)—abrupt rise from low mid on final sylla-
ble, indicating incompleteness, doubt, disinterest. Two
marked individual segment intonations are distin-
guished: special emphasis (ad)—lilting rise in middle
of stressed vowel, for emphasis, insistence; and rhetor-
ical segment lengthening (d--)—extra-long segment
(usually vowel) with high pitch, for colorful emphasis
and discourse marking in narrative.

2.4. WorD FORMATION

The language displays long consonant clusters. As
many as six successive obstruents have been observed
in the same word without intervening vowels; for
example, ciifgsxtx* ‘you point a gun at him’. Study of

the grammatical system shows that such words are
made up of strings of meaningful subparts, morphemes,
many of which have vowels when they fall under
stress. But each word has just a single main stress, and
vowels mostly drop out of the unstressed morphemes.
There are also some adaptations of consonants that
come together.

The shape of a word with all its morphemes in full is
an underlying form, cited between vertical bars, the
morphemes separated by hyphens (-), double hyphens
(=), root signs (‘f), brackets [ ], or the reduplication
symbol (¢): \\/Eﬁhaqs-xi-t-ex‘l. The word as it is pro-
nounced is a surface form, cited in italics (either with
or without morpheme boundaries marked): /ciit=gs-x-1-
x*. Underlying forms are given where they seem neces-
sary to clarify the discussion. Derivation of surface
forms often involves several developments in a partic
ular order, so that intermediate shapes of words can be
recognized; sometimes it will help to cite several
of these successive stages between vertical bars, the
order of changes shown by greater-than signs

Fig. 4. Mary Coutlee (cancanpinek: b. about 1915) collecting the
leaves and seed stalks of “wild celery” (Lomatium nudicaule). The
leaves are used as a green vegetable, both raw and cooked. and the
seeds as a flavoring for stews, soups. and tea. Coutlee studied at
the University of Victoria, learning the phonetic system of writing
her language and is well known for teaching language and culture
in local schools. Photograph by Nancy Turner, Botanie Valley.
B.C., 1980.



meaning ‘becomes’: [Vcil-ags-xi-t-ex*| > [ciilgsxitex*|
> [cttgsxitx®| /eif=gs-x-t-x*. (The intermediate steps
show no separation between morphemes, and the num-
ber of steps may not be exhaustive.)

The following symbols and abbreviations are used in
this sketch:

[...] (brackets) infix
(vertical bars) underlying representation
(slash) what follows is the stem

(surface form) of the
lexical root

root in underlying form
non-reduplicating affix:
... prefix, -... suffix
lexical suffix
reduplicating affix:
...*(/stem) prefix,
(/stem)e... suffix,

[+...] infix

regenerated form
regenerated form with
lexical suffix

rhetorical lengthening of
vowel

(in underlying forms)
glottalization of
immediately

preceding resonant
optional material
marking end of intransitive

V. (root sign)
- (hyphen)

= (double hyphen)
. (bullet)

- (two hyphens)

-=  (hyphen and
double hyphen)

V- (3 raised dots
after vowel)

['] (raised comma
inside brackets)

() (parentheses)
3 (colon within a

word) theme before transitive in-
crement or possessive
ending
C (capital c) any consonant
v (capital v) any vowel

The term root refers to the underlying phonetic form
of a lexical morpheme without affixation, including
reduplication, or morphophonemic changes caused by
affixation. It is preceded by the root sign (). The
term stem is used to mean the surface form, which may
be affected by any or all of the above. It is preceded by
a slash (/), used as a stem marker. Some roots have only
one surface stem, and it is identical to the underlying
form of the root. This has sometimes been referred to
as the “root stem.” Here it is called the underlying
stem. Many roots have several surface representations
(stems), depending on the stress pattern introduced by
morphophonemic changes. For example, [Neaw| *do,
make, work® (root), with stems /c[?]uw-, /cow- (under-
lying stem), cas/cu?-, cas/cw-, /eu-, fcuw-, /cw.

Simple words contain only a single morpheme,
which is a root: /K3t *[liquid] runs, spills’. Complex
words contain one or more other morphemes, affixes,
as well as the basic morpheme (the root): ?es/k*3t ‘it is

Fig. 5. Annie York (zixtk“u: b. 1904, d. 1991). collecting saskatoon
berries or serviceberries (Amelanchier alnifolia). the most
important fruit for the Thompson people. York was the principal
linguistic consultant of the Thompsons from 1968 to 1991. She
learned to speak numerous dialects. translating for elderly
Christian Indians and their doctors. Her knowledge of the culture,
customs, history, genealogy. and ethnobotany of the region was

renowned. Photograph by Robert D. Turner, Spuzzum. B.C.. 1980.

spilled’ (”es- ‘stative aspect’, a prefix), /k*at-t-és ‘he
pours it out’ (- ‘transitive’, -és ‘third-person subject’,
suffixes). A stem is also a root expanded by com-
pounding (with another root), adding grammatical
affixes (e.g., inchoative, proportional) or lexical suf-
fixes, or by adding certain presumably vestigial ele-
ments. When a word has several affixes they are not
added all at once, but in successive layers of derivation,
so that various stems can be recognized to which
affixes are added. For example, in /ciit=gs-x-t-x* ‘you
point a gun at him’:

[Nedt] “point, direct’

[Vctt-ags| ‘point a gun’ (|-ags| ‘nose, point, end’, a
lexical suffix [3.1.1.])

[Veit-ags-xi-t| “point a gun at someone’ (indirective
|-xi|, which shows the action is directed toward
another person, and |-t| ‘transitive’)

[Vcdt=ags-xi-t-ex*| ‘you point a gun at him’(l-ex*|
‘you [2d sg.subject]’).

Some stems have infixes (enclosed in brackets in both
underlying and surface forms): e.g., /g"éc ‘it is warm’,
Nge[™le| /g°[?]éc ‘it gets warm’, [Ngqve[”")e=cin|
Ig”e[?]c=cin ‘weather gets warm’ (|[?"]| ‘inchoative").
Words of different kinds are affected differently in
derivation. Particles (3.1.2.) sometimes have their own
stress, sometimes are unstressed; unstressed particles
are either proclitic, belonging to the breath group of
the following stressed word, or enclitic, similarly
attached to the stressed word they come after. Major
words (3.1.4.) are either transitive or intransitive




(3.3.); transitive words have a transitive increment at
the end—a sequence of several morphemes added to a
basic stem, the intransitive theme. In /ciit=gs-x-t-x* the
intransitive theme [Vcil-ags-| ‘point nose (or front
end)’ and the transitive increment |-xi-t-ex*| ‘you act on
some object with reference to a particular person’ can
be recognized. Intransitive themes often appear as
intransitive words by themselves: /cif ‘he points out (a
particular thing)’, /ciif=gs ‘he points a gun’.

The changes in morphemes within most words fol-
low principles of internal combination; they are some-
what different in intransitive themes and in transitive
increments. In talking, a person says several words
together before he takes a breath; where words come
together in such a breath group, morphemes are
adapted in external combination; some changes are dif-
ferent from those in internal combination. Some words
are extended by special principles from regularly
derived stems; these are secondary formations, and the
adaptations involved are like those of external combi-
nation. In underlying forms suffixes added in sec-
ondary formations are separated from stems by two
hyphens (--) or a hyphen and a double hyphen in case
of a lexical suffix (-=). (See also 2.5.)

2.5. STRESS PATTERNS

The main stress of a word is determined by the nature of
the elements that make it up. Each morpheme has inher-
ent stress characteristics, and there are regular rules for
domi Prefixes are d and do not affect the
position of main stress. Infixes are specialized and best
discussed with their particular formations. Main stress
falls either on the root or on one of the suffixes of a
word. Some roots and suffixes are strong: they have
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Fig. 6. Primary vowels and retracted counterparts.
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underlying primary stress (written with the acute accent
in underlying forms). Other roots are weak.

In underlying stems a stem stands alone or last. In
those involving a strong root, main stress falls on the syl-
lable with underlying stress: ]Vqékﬂ /tékt ‘it rains’,
N;(‘esill /x"esit ‘she walks’. Where the root is weak, main
stress falls on the latest unstressed vowel before the
root's last consonant: [?esVsaq| Zes/sdg *split’. [?esvk-e”|
2es/k~6? ‘chewed’, and [Vsolok| /si3k ‘it turns’.

Some underlying vowels have secondary stress
(marked with the grave accent in the underlying
forms); they do not disappear as most other vowels do
when unstressed. Such syllables occasionally retain the
secondary stress in surface forms but usually are like
other unstressed syllables. On the other hand, main
word stress falls on a vowel with underlying secondary
stress only if there is no other stressable vowel:
[Vk~inex| /K*inex ‘how many (are there)?’, [Vseye| /séve
‘(there are) two’, and [tuéeVTué-t| fuée/hié-1 *bushy’.

Suffixes are also of various shapes and several dif-
ferent underlying stress characteristics, which emerge
as they combine with stems. A suffix captures stress
from a stem when it is equal or greater in strength.
Thus a strong suffix will take stress from either a weak
or strong root: |-mémn| ‘desiderative’, [Vcaw-mémn
lcu-mémn ‘want to work’, and |‘flékl-mémn\ Itekt-mémn
‘trying to rain’. A nonstrong suffix will take stress
from a weak root, but not from a strong root: |=qin|
‘head, top’, [Nwux*t=qin| /wux*t=gin ‘snow on top (of
mountains)’, and |?esV§dz=qin| es/gdz-gn ‘slanted on
top (roof of shelter).

However, there are differences among nonstrong
suffixes with respect to further derivation. There are a
few that capture stress from a weak stem, forming

central back



again a weak stem that will lose stress in further deriva-
tion; these are weak suffixes and are marked with ||
in underlying forms; for example, [=x3n| *foot, leg" cap-
tures_stress from a weak root Nk;ﬂ ‘detach’ in
‘es\ﬁ(;i-xén\ ?es/kat=xén ‘have shoe(s) off’ but loses it
again to following |-3me| ‘middle voice’ (also a weak
suffix) in M(s)-xén-émd Ikat=xn-3m ‘take shoe(s) off’.

Other suffixes (left unmarked in underlying forms)
are ambivalent; they do not capture stress from a strong
stem (e.g., |=qin| in ?es/gdzqn above), but when they
do take stress, they create a stem that is strong in
further derivation: I\fkal-qin:-t-es| > |kotqintes| /kat=
gin-s ‘she takes the top off it".

Remaining suffixes ejther lack a vowel or have under-
secondary stress; they never take main word stress:
[-t| ‘immediate’, [Vpéw-t| /péw-t ‘swollen (just swelled
up)’, [Nsak-t] /ssk-r ‘got hit [by falling branch]’; |-8]
‘imperative’, [Nx*as-t-8| /x*3s-1-¢ ‘go home!", [Vx"esit-8]
Ixesit-e ‘walk!’

The addition of a strong suffix actually involves a
new layer of derivation; a previously derived main
stress in the stem is shifted to secondary: [Vwik:-t-es|
Iwik-c ‘she sees it’, [Nwik:-t-3yxs| > |wiktiyxs| /wik-t-
iyxs ‘they see it’, [Nkot=qin:-t-3yxs| > |kotgintéyxs|>
[katqintiyxs| /kat=gin-t-iyxs ‘they take the top off it".

Some strong suffixes have two syllables, both with
underlying primary stress (e.g., |-éwil| ‘canoe, con-
veyance’). Following a weak stem main stress falls on
the first syllable of the suffix and the second suffix syl-
lable loses stress: [sVq ut=éwil| > [sq utéwil| s/gar=éwi
‘(other) side of the canoe’. But after a strong stem,
main stress falls on the suffix’s second syllable, and the
first syllable shifts to secondary stress: }Géx=éwit| >
|zexewil| /zex=ewit ‘long canoe’.

After main stress is assigned certain changes take
place in the segmented sequence. One prominent
change is laryngeal movement. In the syllable directly
before main stress a laryngeal (regardless of its under-
lying position) either precedes or follows the vowel,
depending on the configuration of the syllable. If there
is a single consonant or a cluster beginning in an
obstruent intervening between the stressed vowel and
the laryngeal, then the laryngeal precedes that conso-
nant or cluster directly. In other words, the laryngeal
ends the preceding syllable, and the single consonant
or cluster begins the stressed syllable: [Vmoak=?u:-t-es| >
|mak*?utés| > |mok*u?tés| /mk*u’-1-és ‘she wraps it’,
[Vcah:-t-es| > |cehtés| /ce-1-és ‘he fixes it.” If there is no
intervening consonant before the stressed vowel, or if
there intervenes a cluster beginning in a resonant, then
the laryngeal precedes the vowel of the first pretonic
syllable. In other words, the laryngeal follows directly
after the consonant (or cluster) that begins the syllable
preceding the stressed one: [Vmok*?uzenih:-n-t-es| >
Imak*?uénihntés| /mak*?=éni-n-s ‘she wraps, covers it
up’, Neah-3me| > |cohéme] > [chesme| /ch-ém *she puts

lyi

(things) away’.

Secondary formations (2.4.) are based on primary
stems, which already have a main stress determined in
the regular manner. The location of some affixes
depends on the position of that main stress: [V¢a”-eyep|
1¢7=€éyep ‘mat’, with diminutive (6.7.1.) [V¢a?=¢[*?e]yep|
167=6[+”]yep “‘little mat’; /K*dx-e ‘box, /k"d[*K"]x"e
‘little box"; n/tiiymx- it strings out over the ground,’
n-tate/tt=i[+t]ymx ‘twinflower (Linnaea borealis)’. In
secondary suffixation stress shifts to the first stressable
suffix after the primary stem; the effect is the same as
in the addition of a strong suffix to a strong stem. (A
weak or ambivalent suffix in that position is thus
treated as strong.) Further suffixes are treated as in pri-
mary formations. [naVdix=cin:--n-t-sut| n/gix=cn--n-ciit
‘he locks himself in’, [novx-él-oyx-senih:-n-t-ey-es|
n/x*el-ix-=éni-n-t-i-s ‘he flies over us’ (n/x"él-ix ‘he
flies’, [-efih| ‘ear; position over, on top’).

Unstressed portions of words are pretonic, before
main stress; and posttonic, after main stress.

2.6. RETENTION OF UNSTRESSED VOWELS

In unstressed syllables most underlying vowels disap-
pear entirely; however, in special circumstances both
tense and lax vowels are retained, and some tense vow-
els survive reduced to 2. In more rapid speech there is
a tendency to reduce more and more of the surviving
unstressed tense vowels to 2; these reductions are
beyond the more careful speech reflected in transcrip-
tion here. Certain configurations protect vowels from
loss.

2.6.1.
Surviving tense vowels retain coloring when they: (1)
have underlying stress: [Nwik:-t-3yxs| > [wiktiyxs| /wik-
t-fyxs ‘they see him’, [K*inéx=eléi?| /k*onex=étéi” ‘how
many carcasses?’; (2) fall at end of a word: [V?{q*=cin-
3me| /?ig"=cn-me ‘he shaves’: or (3) precede a laryngeal:
[Nei[?7)¢*-3me] /ci[?]¢*-3m ‘make (something) bleed’,
[Ntste?| /tzte” ‘tongue’.
26.2.
Otherwise surviving tense vowels are reduced to a:
(1), optignally in a pretonic syllable after a laryngeal:
[2iAe\PiA-3me| ?ides?ih-m ~ 2akes?ik-m ‘they sing’;
(2) optionally in a nonreduplicative final syllable
before an obstruent: \\F’ﬁpameks(l 1?1ipn=ekst ~ |”1ipn=
akst ‘ten’; and (3) obligatorily in other cases: Ls‘f(]“ut-
éwit| s/ ar=éwl ‘(other) side of the canoe’,
|wik-‘fwik:-l-ex‘\ weks/wik-t-x* ‘you see them’,
[Vmisemus| /miisemas *four people’.

In the case of optional reductions, words are here-
after transcribed with the unreduced vowels.

2.6.3.
Vowels with underlying stress remain except directly
before the main-stressed vowel (N;eyémse"[ >



[seyeiise?| /siy=iise? ‘two berries’) or posttonically in a
dissyllabic strong suffix ([k*indx=éwil| > [Kvinexéwit|
IK*anex=éwt *how many canoes?'): [lu?| hi”¢ ‘there
(remote)’, [Nwik:-t-3yxs| > | wiktiyxs| /wik-r-iyxs ‘they
see him’, [Vp -t-es| /pilax-e-s ‘she informs him',
[Vsey?| > [séye| /séye ‘two’.

2.6.4.

Other pretonic vowels remain when they are protected:
(1) after a liquid in a nonreduplicative prefix: [noviém-
ayx| n(a)/tém-ix ‘he gets in'; (2) before a cluster
beginning in a resonant: [Viagom:-t-es| /Agam-t-és ‘he
preaches to them’, [Nq”em:-s-t-es| /g”em-s-t-és ‘she
nurses [baby] at breast’; (3) in a prefix or stem’s first
syllable before any cluster: \sak'\/gsk»ép-&t-es{
sakesak-p-s-1-és ‘she causes them to get clubbed’; (4) as
underlying tense vowels in any other type of syllable:
[Nkvinex-eléi?| > [K*inexétdi?| /K*anex=¢#¢i? *how many
carcasses?’, |sVqut-éwit| > |sqrutéwil| s/g*at=éwt (other)
side of the canoe’.

2.6.5.

Other posttonic vowels remain when they are pro-
tected: (1) before a laryngeal: [Vk*4x*eh| /K*dx"e ‘box’
(|h| lost, 2.7., [19]); (2) in an intransitive theme after a
cluster and before a glottalized liquid: [V?d[+?u]pan-’=
ekst| > |0?paniekst| /7i[*? [pan=kst ~ /?i[*? Jpr=kst ‘ten
animals’; (3) in the last syllable of an intransitive word
after a cluster and before any liquid: |na\/}sl=us-tan\
n(a)/x*I=is-t(a)n ‘grindstone, file’; (4) in an intransitive
theme after any consonant or a retained unstressed
vowel: [\?upan=ekst| /%upn=ekst ‘ten’, |VP4%-3me| >
|?6%me| /?i%e-me ‘she sings a lullaby’, [sVAékye|
:/)ték'ye ‘lunch’; (5) in the last syllable of a transitive
increment after a cluster ending in a resonant: [Vwik:-t-
uym-es| /wik-t-im-es ‘he sees you people’; (6) in a
reduplicative affix after a cluster, or between identical
obstruents unless a tense vowel follows: [Vmisemus|
Imiisemas ‘four people’, [Ntipeup| /nipeap ‘it has been
smashed’; but [es-toVKixeix-&| ?es-t/Kixex-e ‘it is fried
right away’.

2.7.

Sounds in combination develop according to a compli-
cated set of rules affecting the derivation of words in a
particular order, as given below. Unless otherwise indi-
cated, rules apply in both internal and external combi-
nation. For the most part proclitic particles develop like
prefixes, enclitic particles like suffixes.

(1) A secondary-stressed vowel is lost directly be-
fore the main-stressed vowel: [Vseye=use?| > [sey&tse?|
Isiy=iise? ‘two berries.”

(2) (a) Pretonic unprotected |a is lost from succes-
sive syllables moving back from the main stress:
[V'salok-3p:-s-t-es| > |salokapstés| > [salokpstés| /salk-p-
s-1-és ‘she gets it turned’, [Vioqam:-t-es| > [koqamtés|
//i(iam-bés ‘he preaches to them’. (b) Pretonic tense

vowels adjacent to laryngeals or pharyngeals are
treated like 2: [NCac-3p:-s-t-es| > [Cacopstés| /¢ac-p-s-1-és
‘he gets it snared’ and [faceV¥ac-3p| > |factac3p|
Cace/Cc-3p ‘they get ensnared’.

(3) [a| of [3me| ‘middle voice’ (5.4.) is lost after a
posttonic open syllable if the intervening consonant is
a resonant (N?i§*=cin-3me| > |i4*cinme| /?i¢"=cn-me
‘he shaves’) or laryngeal ([N?écxe”-3me| /?écxe?-me
‘he is power-questing’), or if there is no intervening
consonant (Y?u”&-3me| /21i?e-me ‘she sings a lullaby’).

(4) Posttonic resonants are glottalized by glottalizing
roots: [VHik*?:-n-t-es| > [tik*ntes| /titk"-ri-s ‘he bails it
out.”

(5) Unprotected vowels are lost from successive syl-
lables of intransitive themes after the main stress:
[NAd[+Aa]g-om[']-ekst| > [AaAdorhekst| /Ad[*/ I (a)m=kst
‘six animals’ and [VAddeAag-om|['J-ekst| > |AddAagrhekst
/A'éz)-/iaé—rhwk:[ ‘six people.’

(6) Unprotected vowels are lost ‘from the final
syllable of transitive endings: |[Vma®:xi-t-sem-es| >
|méxitsems| (ultimately /md€-x-cm-s) ‘he breaks
something of mine’; compare |[Vwik:-t-uym-es| >
|wiktuymes| /wik-t-im-es ‘he sees you people’, with
protected vowel.

(7) |t is lost from transitive increments after [n, f
before |n, s, x*| in syllable-final clusters: [V?G%&:-n-t-en|
> [7d%ntn| > |?4%nn| (ultimately /?ii%e-n-e) ‘I sing
him a lullaby’, N?G%:-n-t-ex*| > [?d%entx*| /24 %e-n-x-
‘you sing him a lullaby’, |tdk*?:-n-t-es| > [hik=rts|
/hik*-n-s ‘he bails it out’.

(8) Within transitive increments |ts| becomes c:
[Nwik:-t-es| > [wikts| /wik-c ‘he sees her’, [Vwik:-t-sem-
es| > |wiktsems| > |wikcems| (ultimately /wik-cm-s) ‘he
sees me’. Loss of |t| from syllable-final clusters (rule
[7]) accounts for the different treatment of |-sut|
‘reflexive’ (5.3.) under different stress conditions:
[Veak*:-n-t-sut| > |cok*ntsit| > |cok*nciit| (ultimately
Jeak-e-ciit) ‘he pulls himself up’, [Vcék:-n-t-sut| >
[cékntst| > |céknst| (ultimately /cék-e-st) ‘he cools
himself’.

(9) Other unstressed vowels are lost from transitive
increments: N—mﬁ‘bxi-t-sem-es\ > |médCxitsems| >
|ma'€‘xicemsl Imd¢-x-cm-s ‘he breaks something of
mine’.

(10) Where |-cs| develops at the end of a transi-
tive increment, |-s| is lost: [Vwik:-t-si-es| > |wiktsis| >
[wikeis| > [wikcs| /wik-c ‘he sees you'.

(11) After a retracting root, an immediately following
stressed vowel (except [i| ) is retracted and ¢ or s in that
syllable is optionally converted to ¢ or s: [na‘ﬁ‘(ai-us:-n—
t-es| > [noki6sns| n/kt=6s-e-s ‘he smears the window'.
[Nkol-3me /Kl-3m ‘she cuts’, [naVkal-us-3me| >
[nak6sm| n/kl=Gs-m *she cuts out a pattern’.

(12) Contrast between [3| and tense vowels is neutral-
ized in several positions: (a) Before a pharyngeal, laryn-
geal, or semivowel, |o| is converted to a homorganic
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}'owel: [?es\ya®| 2es/y6 ‘hidden’, [Vyoh| > |yéh] /yé
‘)good‘, Nazay-t] /ziy=t ‘[liquid] flows’, |?esVcaw|
es/ciw “done’; (b) Before a rounded obstruent in a
closed syllable (that is, ending in a consonant), [o] is
converted to « when stressed or preceded by a rounded
consonant: [7esVcak®| ?es/ciik ‘pulled’, [Vpix*ix*| >
PIX*ax"| /pixeux* ‘unraveled’.

(13) Vowels are assimilated in certain stressed or
closed syllables: (a) |3] (stressed) is converted to d
before a simple postvelar: [esVsag| ?es/sdq ‘split’; (b)
ul, whether underlying or developing from |a| in rule
[12], is converted to o in a closed syllable before a
rounded postvelar: Nziq*| /zdq ‘dead’, |?esViog*| >
Pestiqr| 2es/idg" *seated astride [horse]’, [Vpig-eid+| >
Pig*ad| > |pigrud®| /pigreod* ‘crumbled’; (c) In inter-
nal combination, G| (stressed) is lowered to ¢ before z:
s‘/l—('ﬁz\ s/k*6z ‘aunt’ (compare s/k*i[*k*] ‘auntie’);
but in a secondary derivative, it remains unchanged:
Vew?lezu(['1)q*| /zii[+]q" **[small animal is] dead’; (d)
le| is converted to a: 1) before [z, Z| ([Viee[zek|
IA%d[ze]k ‘they arrive; cf. |A?¢k ‘he arrives’), 2)
between postvelars (\/aé[-qe]ck| /qd[*q]ck ‘elder
brother (dimin.); cf. /géck ‘elder brother’), 3) between
rounded obstruents ([naVk*é[*k*e]A-3me| n/k*d[*k* [n-ri
‘he peeps, peeks’; cf. [VK*éA:-n-t-es| /Kéri-e-5 *he looks
at it'), 4) after postvelar continuants (|[Vxéc:n-t-es|
Ixdc-e-s ‘he smokes (buckskin)’, |ns\/}e[”"lc=us} >
[naxe”cus| n/xa[?]c=iis ‘he gets smoke in his eyes’;
cf. [s\Vxe[”"]c| s/x[?]éc ‘smoke’; [Nya-ele?=xn:-t-es|
> |yéle”xns| > |y®4le?xns| /y¢-dle’=xe-s ‘she drags
him by the leg’; cf. [Vcoh-ele?=x3n:-t-es| > [chéle?xns|
Ich-éle?=xe-s ‘she adjusts his (patient’s) legs’), S)
optionally between labials and postvelars (IVpéq:n-t-es|
Ipdq-e-s ~ Ipég-e-s ‘she makes it pale’), 6) and in some
less clearly understood environments anticipating
retracted consonants at a distance (I\fm:’ce"queyeq"l
> |mice?qéyq*| /mice?q-=dyq ‘sit on a log’; cf. [Nxesit-
eyeq*| /x"esit-=éyq~ ‘walk on a log" and [Vmice’q-=
ews| /mice?g-=éws ‘sit on a horse’).

(14) |t| is lost from most clusters: (a) Everywhere
before another |t|: [noVx“esit-ten| n/x*esi-tn ‘con-
veyance’, [Vstxest:-t-ex*| /sox-es-1-x* ‘you bring it
down [from the mountain]’, [naVwis-t t3k sVgrin-t-si]
n/wis tak s/q*in-ciit “elevated language’; (b) In internal
combination from posttonic syllables of intransitive
themes after any consonant before a following stop:
IsVcig=etkow| > |scigtkw| s/cig=k'u ‘well [for water]’,
InaVpat+setkow| > |npa®tkw| n/pd®ek-u ‘water is
frozen”. (But [t| is usually retained at the end of an
intransitive theme: [Vpuyt:s-t-ex*| /piyt-s-1-x ‘you put
him to bed’).

(15) |n| is lost: (a) between |?| or postconsonantal
Im| and following s, t|: [V?uq*e?:-n-t-es| > |”ig*e’nts|
> |”dq e?ns| 2iig*e?-s ‘he drinks it’, |iq*e”:-n-t-ep|
> [”iqe?ntp| /?ig e”?-1-p ‘you people drink it’,

Npin:-min-t-es| > [pinmints| > [pinmins| > | pa
Ipiin-m-s *he finds it’, [Npin:-min-t-ep| > [pinmintp| >
|pinmtp| /pin-m-t-p ‘you people find it’; (b) After a
stressed vowel before [x|: [Vc?ex*:-min-xi-t-ex’|
[ce?x"-mi-x-t-x* ‘you congratulate him'.

(16) Simple velars are rounded when next to a
rounded velar in the same syllable: [Vnéw:-xi-t-ey-es| >
[néwxyts| /néw i-s ‘the wind blows our [paper]’,
|sVkéwekew| > [skéwkw| > [skéwk*w| s/kéwek"u ‘hus-
band’s sisters’, [PesVk*ak*:-xi-s-t-ex*| > |?esk*dk*xtx"|
?es/k"dk*-. -x* ‘you carry [something of] his’.
(Simple velars are unaffected before a prevocalic
rounded velar: [VRawét:-n-t-es| > [Kwétnts| /Kwét-e-s
‘she steps on it’, [naVkax*-3me| n/kx*-3m * gouge out’.)

(17) Resonants become syllabic, and semivowels are
replaced by homorganic vowels, |y, ¥, w, W[ i, i?, u, u? (at
word beginning, variation ya- ~ ?i- 1
ply y-; variation ya- ~ yi?- ~ ?i?- is written y-, etc.): (a)
Between two consonants or a consonant and a word boun-
dary: Is\/}o‘“‘=eiq\ s/i¢*=dlq ‘secret [hidden] berry-patch’,
[Nya®*-ayx| /y¢*-iyx ‘he goes into hiding’, |naVyah-
elows| n/i’h=élus *good-natured’, [Vyoh=éwil| /yh=éwt
‘good boat’, |sVwméx| s/uméx ‘life’, [Nwméx| Avméx
‘alive’; (b) Between a consonant and a following
vowel, with a brief syllabic phase followed by the reg-
ular consonantal value: [sViékye| s/Aék(i)ye ‘lunch’,
[ndk+sVnik*-e?| > | nok*(mnik+e?| nok*(a)o/nik*-e?
‘“friends!’.

(18) Unglottalized syllabic nasals (developing in [17])
are vocalized to e before homorganic obstruents in
internal combination: [Nqéck-mp| /géck-ep ‘you people’s
older brother’, [Vsalok-n-t-es| > [salkntés| /salk-e-1-és ‘he
whirls her around’, [Vmén:-n-t-sem-es| > |ménntsems| >
|ménncms| /mén-e-cm-s ‘he shades me’, [kiwevk*iw-
3p-ele?=x3n:-s-t-ex*| > [k*awk*awpéle?xnstx*| k*us/k"u-
p-éle?= x* ‘you cause him to slide’,
[Vconk~ist:-nt-3yxs| > |conkustntiyxs| /conk-ust-et-
fyxs ‘theirs’. Final syllabic |n| is also vocalized after
another |n: [Vkic:-n-t-en| > [kicntn| > |kicnn| /kic-n-e ‘1
visit him’.

(19) |h| is lost except (a) before vowel: |7esVcah| >
[escéh| ?es/cé ‘fixed’, Neah:-t-es| > |cehtés| /ce-r-és
*he fixes it'; [Veohsus:-n-t-es| > [chisnts| /ch=iis-e-s ‘she
fixes the fire’, (b) before a consonant after a stressed
vowel where it reduplicates a preceding |h|:
[Vcah[3h]:-s-t-ex*| > |chéhstex*| /ch[*éh]-s-t-x* ‘you
manage to fix it’.

(20) Except in reduplicative syllables, contrast is
eliminated between syllabic resonants and resonants
with an adjacent 2 or homorganic vowel. Such transi-
tional vowels are optionally retained or inserted. (In
transcription here these vowels are written only when
they parallel vowels retained between obstruents.)
For example, (a) After a cluster-final plain resonant,
before a final spirant other than s: M(‘ésl:—n-t-ex‘[ >




[k*éstntx*| > |k*éstnx*| /k*ést-n-(a)x* ‘you name him';
(b) After any consonant before a resonant: |%es-
na‘fc‘p’x-cin > [%esnadixcan| %es-(a)n(a)/gix=c(a)n ‘it is
locked’, |Vné-xi-t-si-en| > |néxtsin| > |néxcn| /né-x-c-
(2)n ‘1 hand it to you', [Vpin:-min-t-es| > |pinms| /piin-
(2)m-s ‘he finds it’, [Vx*dK*=uyarhx®| > |[x*4K*yarhx*| >
|x*dk=(i)yarhx*| /xdk*=(i)y(a)mx~ ‘frosty ground’,
[VRas-t-wyx*| /Kas-1-(w)wi’x it gets bad, spoils’.

(21) In internal combination, a laryngeal is usually
se\})_arated from a preceding obstruent by a brief 2:
[sV?istk|  s(2)/?istk ‘winter’, [Vcohsus:-n-t-es| /c(a)h=
tis-e-s ‘she fixes the fire’.

(22) Before an obstruent or single resonant,
unstressed vowel-semivowel sequences are simplified
to vocalized semivowels (as in 17); this change affects
even a vowel with underlying secondary stress
(although the vowel is occasionally retained in careful
pronunciation): |navkéy:-s-t-wix*| > |nokeystwax|
n/key-s-t-wdx*_(careful), n/ki-s-t-wdx* ‘they follow
each other’, [\?4%:=eyt| > [76%yt| /2i”=it ‘(she) sings
lullaby to child’, [Vcow-min| > |cuwmin| /cu-min
‘equipment’. (Before a resonant in a cluster the
sequence is stable: [Vcaw-nwéin| /cuw-nwéin ‘she man-
ages to get a job’. A seq involving a glottalized
semivowel is not affected before |?|: s/k*iy-?uy ‘arrow
[basic projectile]’.)

(23) A morpheme beginning in a vowel acquires ini-
tial h- directly after a vowel or pause: [Ve?wi| /he?wi
‘you’re the one’, [V?{§*=cin-3me-2| > |?{4*-cnmee| /?ig"=
c(2)n-me-he ‘shave!’

(24) Clusters of |?7| are simplified to single ?: [Vséme?-
?y| /seme-?uy ‘Englishman (basic White person)’.

3. GRAMMATICAL ORGANIZATION

3.1. Basic MEANINGFUL UNITS

The makeup of words already has been outlined (2.4.).
Morphemes are of two types: lexical, designating enti-
ties, events, and concepts; and grammatical, indicating
the reference and interrelationships of lexical mor-
phemes and generally relating speech to situations,
although they may include some lexical content as
well.

3.1.1.

Lexical morphemes are mostly roots, the central com-
ponents of longer words, conveying the greatest variety
of meanings. Most of them can appear independently as
simple (underived and uninflected) words, revealing
that they are fundamentally intransitive in reference,
indicating the nature of persons and things and the acts
and states that describe or affect them: /¢éyé [Néayéh| ‘be
a basket’, /slsk |Vsalok| ‘turn, whirl’, /nés [Nnés| ‘go
(to), set out (for a particular place)’, /g"ndx* |‘/a*=nﬁz('1
*be sick’, /xdni [Vx4sih| ‘be hurt, injured’, /g~én [Nqés|
‘be soaked through’.

However, there is also a large stock of lexical suffixes,
which appear only attached to roots. They usually iden-
tify concrete entities (of nominal type, from the English
point of view) and various extensions of them, sometimes
very abstract ones: |cin| ‘mouth; lip, chin; speech, talk-
ing; eating; aperture, doorway, gate, entrance; edge, rim;
bank, shore; palm, sole, joint’; [-éwil| ‘canoe, boat; con-
veyance of any sort; loading; container’.

3.1.2.

Grammatical morphemes include the affixes that serve
as derivational and inflectional elements, added to
roots and longer stems: for example, the prefix s-
‘nominalizer’ derives words referring to entities or
concepts that are products or results of an action or sit-
uation; the suffix |-ayx| ‘autonomous’ makes inflected
words referring to acts carried out independently under
the subject’s control (rather than where such control is
lacking). There are also grammatical morphemes that
are not parts of larger words but are independent ele-
ments in phrases, marking various syntactic functions;
these are particles, such as 7 ‘interrogative’, indicating
that a sentence is a question. A few particles consist of
grammatical affixes attached to grammatical bases: kn
‘I’ (intransitive subject marker) consists of a base [k
and the first person singular subject suffix |-en|.

3.1.3.

Reduplicative elements appear at several levels in word
formation. Some processes are very common; several
others are infrequent, and a number of them need
further study. Many words appear only reduplicated:
for example, K*aA*/k*idp ‘flea’, cax*s/cix* ‘waterfall’,
sax*/sdxt ‘rapids’, sax+/s3x-t ‘he made a mistake’. Some
roots appear only in reduplicative form; for example,
[Neayecay| /ciysci ‘new’ [Neayscay=etx*| /ciscy=étx*
‘new house’.

Various reduplicative affixes are used (represented
with cover symbols C, consonant; V, vowel). Prefixes
regularly duplicate the first elements of their bases in
order; infixes and suffixes duplicate the elements
immediately preceding them. Several are regularly
based on roots, yielding stems for inflection or deriva-
tion, such as [CVCs| ‘augmentative’ (5.6.2.): [cekeVceék|
cake/cék ‘very cool’. On the other hand, the diminutive
infix (6.7.1.) operates at the level of secondary deriva-
tion; it is based on full words and is positioned directly
after the stressed vowel: |[*CV([']D]|: s/pzi[*zu]? ‘small
bird’ (s/pzi? ‘animal, bird’).

3.14.

Words are then the basic units of syntactic phrases;
they are of two types. Major words are fundamentally
predicative; they can serve as simple (one-word) sen-
tences or clauses, or as the ultimate grammatical heads
of sentences or clauses. Particles (3.1.2.) do not have
such predicative functions but serve to modify phrases,
clauses, and sentences in various ways.




3.2. PREDICATION

Thompson sentences consist of a preduanon, or a com-
plex of several predications. The | of
a predication is a predicate (7.1.), containing a transi-
tive or intransitive word (3.3.). A predication also may
nvolve one or more complements (7.2.) or adjuncts
(7.3.), usually converted for this special use from
underlying predicates.

Unless specially marked, predicates are in indicative
mode. Imperative mode forms are created by adding
imperative subject suffixes (5.5.) to intransitive and
transitive stems. Any predicate can be cast in the con-
junctive mode by use of the enclitic particle |w| (4.1.);
such predicates are closely associated with another
predicate (7.6.).

Aspectual and related notions are conveyed partly by
affixes (5.1.), and partly by predicative particles
7.1.1..7.1.3.,7.6.2.). Tense is not obligatorily marked;
sentences translated here with the English present can
usually equally well refer to the past or on occasion to
the future. The inter ionships of predi and
their complements and adjuncls arc clarified by parti-
cles (7.1.,7.3.).

3.3. TRANSITIVITY

While in given sentences it is possible to decide that
one word is functioning in a nounlike fashion, another
more like a verb, extensive study suggests that these
categories refer more to elements in the English trans-
lations of sentences than to Thompson words in the
original texts. (Thompson words are often glossed
simply with English nouns, but they should always
be understood as having potential predicative force; a
fuller translation would be ‘it is a..’, ‘they are..’,
‘there is/are...’, etc.). There is a marked dichotomy
between transitive and intransitive words, the former
referring overtly to an active subject or agent and spec-
ifying or implying an object, the latter including all
other major words, which frequently refer to a person
or thing acting or being affected by an action without
necessarily suggesting any second party. Unsuffixed
roots are intransitive; there are also a number of suf-
fixes that create complex intransitive themes. All tran-
sitives are marked by the suffix |-t| and are further
inflected for person. Several special suffixes form com-
plex transitive increments with |-t|, and most intransi-
uve themes can be transitivized through one or more of
these formations (5.2.).

3.4. ConTROL

Thompson predicates, both transitive and intransitive,
show a pervasive bifurcation reflecting the degree of
control an actor has over the action expressed in the
predicative. That general notion of control is a basic
logico-semantic distinction in the language. Control is
not a simple binary division (plus or minus control), as

initially thought. Instead, control comprises a multi-
valent hierarchy of dominance. The relative force (mild
versus strong) of control [ctl] can be represented by
another binary feature, dominance [dom|. Morphemes
(roots and affixes) may be unmarked for control mildly
[-ctl -dom] or strongly [-ctl +dom]. unmarked for con-
trol (neutral), or marked for control mildly [+ctl -dom]
or strongly [+ctl +dom].

Noncontrol  Neutral Control
[-ctl]  [-ctl] Unmarked for control [+ctl] [+ctl]
[+dom] [-dom] (-dom] [+dom]

A large proportion of the roots in the language are
marked [-ctl -dom). A small but important number of
roots are marked [+ctl +dom] (about 50 of some 2,000
roots currently identified). The strong control of those
roots can be overridden by certain affixes that impart
lessened control: /x-esit [+ctl +dom] ‘he walked’,
Ixesit-nwéln, ‘he managed to walk' (non-control mid-
dle -nwétn [-ctl +dom]). The strongly marked for con-
trol root /x-esit is overridden by the more strongly
marked noncontrol affix -nwétn.

Basically, control marking is of two kinds: it may
add the notion of some agent’s control over an act not
normally controlled, such as “es/péw ‘it's swollen’,
where the root \pew is [-ctl -dom]. versus /péw-ix
‘it [toad] puffed up’ where the autonomous suffix -ix
( < |-ayx| ) is marked [+ctl +dom]. The other is a more
forceful notion indicating limitation or lack of control,
as seen with the /x"esit-nwéin example above.

Control intersects importantly with the other gram-
matical categories of the language (e.g.. transitivity,
aspect). The hierarchy of dominance and the combina-
tion of various roots, lexical suffixes, and affixes
allows for numerous interesting permutations of con-
trol marking in predicatives. L. Thompson (1985) gives
a full analysis of control in the language: Thompson
and Thompson (1992:51-57) present additional exem-
plification and description of control. Van Eijk (1990)
discusses the notion of control in neighboring Lillooet.

4. PRONOMINAL ELEMENTS

4.1. INTRANSITIVE SUBJECTS
The most common pronominal elements are subject
suffixes:

singular plural
first person |-en| |-et|
second person  |-ex*| |-epl
third person |-es|

The third-person form refers to both singular and plural
subjects. Intransitive pronominal enclitics are formed
by adding the above subject suffixes to particle bases
that distinguish indicative |k| and conjunctive |w|
modes.

These suffixes are added to the particle basc |w|
forming the junctive subject p
They follow either predicative words themselves or




elements just before them (in the following exam-
ples,?it ‘and then’):

..2it nftém-ix wn /... ?il wn n/tém-ix *...and 1 got in

(a conveyance)’
20t /ménx-m ux /...
you smoked’

.21t n/x?-é? us / ...7it us n/x?-é” *._.and then he (or

they) went up’

.20t /nés ut / ... ?it ut /nés ‘..and then we went

(there)’
.2t /e?és up /..t up /c?és “... and then you peo-
ple came’
Third person us |w-es| often has impersonal reference:
n/wénswn us ‘(when] morning comes’,

.2t us /tékt ‘...and then it rained.’

Conjunctive phrases also appear independently with
optative or imperative force: n/fém-ix us ‘let him get in,
may he getin!", /ciik us ... ‘don’t ...!" (lit. ‘let it be fin-
ished...!"), /?éx ux* te? /ték"x*e” ‘you be the Ruffed
Grouse!" [/exist 2sg.sbj.conjunctive particular
ruffed.grouse] (myth: Coyote transforms a person with
that statement).

In indicative intransitive predicates the subject suf-
fixes are attached instead to the base [K|, yielding the
intransitive subject pronoun enclitics. In this set, the
second-person singular has developed a fused form,
and a third-person form is lacking.

it ux* /ménx-m *..and then

singular plural
first person kn |k-en| kt |k-et|
second person k* |k-ex*| kp |k-ep|
general third person @]
n/tém-ix kn ‘I get in (a conveyance)’, /yé k* ‘you feel

well’,

Imérix-m kt ‘we smoke’, /nés kp ‘you people go (there)’.
Absent such markers, intransitive words refer to third-
person subjects: n/tém-ix ‘he gets in’, /ménx-m ‘they
smoke’. Their exact reference can be clarified by
demonstratives (7.1.2.) or by complements (7.2.) or
adjuncts (7.3.).

4.2. TRANSITIVE PRONOUNS

Transitives are inflected for first- and second-person
object as well as subject for all three persons. The
pronominal suffixes follow |-t| ‘transitive’ in the order
object-subject. The regular subject suffixes (4.1.)
appear again; the endings are to some extent fused with
transitive suffixes and there are some irregularities
(these complications are discussed and examples of
transitive forms are given in 5.2.).

4.2.1.
Objects are:

singular plural
first person |-sem| ~ |-sey| |-ey|
second person  |-si| |-uym|
general third person @]

The first-person singular |-sey| appears when the fol-
lowing suffix contains a labial. When an overt object
suffix is lacking, a third-person object is understood.

The pronominal system suggests a split ergative
structure. Handling of first- and second-person sub-
jects—whether designating agents or patients—indi-
cates a basic nominative-accusative type structure.
Indicative predicates show transitive third-person
object and intransitive third-person subject marked by
zero (lack of any overt morpheme). The transitive sub-
ject is marked differently (with |-es|). That suggests an
ergative structure for third-person indicative. (The con-
junctive transitive third-person subject and intransitive
third-person subject are marked with |-es|.) Two of the
most common factors conditioning ergative-accusative
splits are (1) syntactic level: subordinate clause case
patterning may be accusative (conjunctive); and (2)
person and number of logical subject: first- and second
person pronominals may pattern accusatively (Klaiman
1991:129).

4.2.2. INDEFINITE SUBJECTS

There are transitives in which only the person or thing
affected is indicated. These are called indefinite-subject
forms (see also 7.2.1., 7.2.2.). The designation “passive’
for the indefinite-subject forms would be misleading
here: the focal person is marked formally as an object
(among other reasons involving marking in the control
system). The indefinite-subject forms shift focus from
the transitive subject to the object. The indefinite-subject
forms maintain topic reference in discourse. In tradi-
tional narratives, for instance, characters’ identities are
indicated by using regular subject forms when the focal
character is the subject and someone else is the object,
but indefinite-subject forms are used when the situation
is reversed: /ciin-s [Ncin-t-8-es| ‘he [focal] told him
(someone else)’ when the focal character speaks to
someone, but /ciin-1-m [Nciin-t--em| ‘someone told him
[focal]” when someone speaks to the focal character. The
indefinite subjects are marked with the object suffixes
(third person by the absence of a suffix), but the final
suffixes that follow do not form a cohesive pattern, and
the analysis is not entirely clear. The suffix sequences
are best simply listed:

singular plural
first person |-sey-me]| |-ey-et|
second person |-si-et| |-uym-et|

third person |-8-em|

4.2.3. DETRANSITIVES

Finally, there are suffixes that reconvert transitive
stems to intransitive: |-sut| ‘reflexive’ and |-wéx*| (for
some speakers more often diminutive |-wé[*W]x"|) ‘rec-
iprocal’ refer to objects and require intransitive subject
particles for first- or second-person subjects; |-3yxs|
‘third-person plural’ (only plural, while |-es| can refer
to either singular or plural) indicates plural third
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elements just before them (in the following exam-
ples,?if ‘and then’):

.2t nflém-ix wn / ... ?it wn n/tém-ix *..and I got in

(a conveyance)’

.2t /ménx-m ux /... it ux* /ménx-m *..and then

you smoked’

..2it n/x?-é? us / ...7it us n/x?-€? *...and then he (or

they) went up’

..2it /nés ut / ... it ut /nés “..and then we went

(there)’
.2t /e?és up / ...”7it up /c?és ... and then you peo-
ple came’
Third person us |w-es| often has impersonal reference:
n/wénswn us ‘(when] morning comes’,

...7it us /tékt ‘...and then it rained.”

Conjunctive phrases also appear independently with
optative or imperative force: n/fém-ix us ‘let him get in,
may he get in!", /ciik* us ... ‘don’t ...!" (lit. ‘let it be fin-
ished...!"), /?éx ux* te? /ték*x*e” ‘you be the Ruffed
Grouse!”  [/exist 2sg.sbj.conjunctive particular
ruffed.grouse] (myth: Coyote transforms a person with
that statement).

In indicative intransitive predicates the subject suf-
fixes are attached instead to the base k|, yielding the
intransitive subject pronoun enclitics. In this set, the
second-person singular has developed a fused form,
and a third-person form is lacking.

singular plural
first person kn |k-en| kt |k-et|
second person k* |k-ex*| kp |k-ep|
general third person @]
n/tém-ix kn ‘I get in (a conveyance)’, /yé k* ‘you feel

well’,

Imérix-m kt ‘we smoke’, /nés kp ‘you people go (there)’.
Absent such markers, intransitive words refer to third-
person subjects: n/tém-ix ‘he gets in’, /ménx-m ‘they
smoke’. Their exact reference can be clarified by
demonstratives (7.1.2.) or by complements (7.2.) or
adjuncts (7.3.).

4.2. TRANSITIVE PRONOUNS

Transitives are inflected for first- and second-person
object as well as subject for all three persons. The
pronominal suffixes follow |-t| ‘transitive’ in the order
object-subject. The regular subject suffixes (4.1.)
appear again; the endings are to some extent fused with
transitive suffixes and there are some irregularities
(these complications are discussed and examples of
transitive forms are given in 5.2.).

4.2.1.
Objects are:
singular plural
first person [-sem| ~ |-sey| |-eyl
second person  |-si| |-uym|
general third person o]

The first-person singular |-sey| appears when the fol-
lowing suffix contains a labial. When an overt object
suffix is lacking, a third-person object is understood.

The pronominal system suggests a split ergative
structure. Handling of first- and second-person sub-
jects—whether designating agents or patients—indi-
cates a basic nominative-accusative type structure.
Indicative predicates show transitive third-person
object and intransitive third-person subject marked by
zero (lack of any overt morpheme). The transitive sub-
ject is marked differently (with |-es|). That suggests an
ergative structure for third-person indicative. (The con-
junctive transitive third-person subject and intransitive
third-person subject are marked with |-es|.) Two of the
most common factors conditioning ergative-accusative
splits are (1) syntactic level: subordinate clause case
patterning may be accusative (conjunctive); and (2)
person and number of logical subject: first- and second-
person pronominals may pattern accusatively (Klaiman
1991:129).

4.2.2. INDEFINITE SUBJECTS

There are transitives in which only the person or thing
affected is indicated. These are called indefinite-subject
forms (see also 7.2.1.,7.2.2.). The designation “passive”
for the indefinite-subject forms would be misleading
here: the focal person is marked formally as an object
(among other reasons involving marking in the control
system). The indefinite-subject forms shift focus from
the transitive subject to the object. The indefinite-subject
forms maintain topic reference in discourse. In tradi-
tional narratives, for instance, characters’ identities are
indicated by using regular subject forms when the focal
character is the subject and someone else is the object.
but indefinite-subject forms are used when the situation
is reversed: /ciin-s ]‘/Elimbﬂ-es] ‘he [focal] told him
(someone else)’ when the focal character speaks to
someone, but /ciin-t-m [Vciin-t--em| ‘someone told him
[focal]” when someone speaks to the focal character. The
indefinite subjects are marked with the object suffixes
(third person by the absence of a suffix), but the final
suffixes that follow do not form a cohesive pattern, and
the analysis is not entirely clear. The suffix sequences
are best simply listed:

singular plural
first person |-sey-me]| |-ey-et]
second person |-si-et| |-uym-et|
third person |-8-em|

4.2.3. DETRANSITIVES

Finally, there are suffixes that reconvert transitive
stems to intransitive: |-sut| ‘reflexive’ and |-wax*| (for
some speakers more often diminutive |-wé[sW]x*|) ‘rec-
iprocal’ refer to objects and require intransitive subject
particles for first- or second-person subjects; |-3yxs;
‘third-person plural’ (only plural, while |-es| can refer
to either singular or plural) indicates plural third
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persons acting on some other (third) person (singular or
plural). |-3yxs| is grammatically instransitive because it
cannot follow any overt object suffix. Forms with |-sut|,
|-wédx*|, and |-3yxs| can be reconverted to transitive
inflection to handle further relationships (5.3., 5.6.1.).

4.3.
Possessives are a mixed set of prefixes and suffixes
bracketing the stem:

singular plural
first person [na-| [-kt|
second person  [e”-| |-mp|
third person |-s|

Special morphophonemic rules affect some of these:
na-| is omitted before the homonymous prefix |na-|
“localizer’ (6.3.1.); [e”-| loses the vowel following the
direct complement particle [&| (7.2.1.); and |-s| is
strengthened to -c after stems ending in s or .

In keeping with the predicative nature of full words,
possessed words often have a verbal flavor in translation:
n/citx* ‘my house’, n-s/yig-m ‘1 (am the one who) planted
it', n/k*iim-mn \ns~na\/{(’“ﬁm-min\ ‘my pocket’, he’-
n/kiim-mn_‘your pocket’, he?-s/pii[*p]n ‘it is some-
thing you found’, /x*e[?]p-it-kt ‘our clothes’,
Ik*dx"e-mp ‘you people’s box’, s/gdc-ze’-ep (2.7.,
rule [18], vocalization of nasal) ‘you people’s father’,
fkéyx-s ‘her arm/hand’, s/Ai?-s ‘he likes it’, s/éag?=
éwl-c ‘their canoe’. The specific third-person plural
suffix |-dyxs| (4.2.3.) also appears as a possessive:
Ix~e[?]p-it-iyxs ‘their clothes’.

44.

Independent pronouns are full predicative words. They
furnish the strongest degree of emphasis for personal
reference the system offers. In this set there is no gen-
eral third-person form with both singular and plural
reference; instead, there are separate words for third-
person singular and plural. Derived from these pro-
nouns are emphatic possessive words, also having
predicative force, formed with |-ni| and possessive
affixes. In the singular further derivatives with -af are
more common (reduplicative in type, reminiscent of
limited control forms, 5.1.5.); only this extended form
is used in the first-person plural. (Some special mor-
phophonemic reductions are involved.)

Incé-we ‘1 am the one’ Ince-ni(-at) ‘it is mine’

I(h)e?wi ‘you are the one’ /(h)e?wi-ni(-at) ‘it is yours’

Icn-it ‘(s)he is the one’ Jen-i-ni(-at)-c ‘it is his/hers’

Inmimt ‘we are the ones’ /nmimi-ai-kt ‘it is ours’
(/nmimet, archaic)

Ipyépst ‘you are the ones’ /pyépst-ef-ep ‘it is you

people’s’
Ican-k~ist ‘they are the  /can-k*ust-et-iyxs ‘it is
ones’ theirs’

(/can-k*iist-et-c, archaic)

5. INFLECTION
5.1. BASIC INTRANSITIVES

S.LIL

Stative aspect forms, marked by the prefix [?es-|, spec-
ify actions, accomplished facts, and states of affairs
that have already come into effect at the main time ofa
sentence, and remain in effect at that time. |?es-| does
not affect the control status (3.4.) of its stem. es-
kate/katexsn *her shoes are off', ?es/cdq ‘it is parked,
positioned (has been for sometime)’, ”es-n/tém ‘it is
already placed inside’. Statements of general or univer-
sal truths, characteristics, etc., are often cast in the sta-
tive: ?es/w3l ‘it is open (country, not forested)’, 2es/xi?
‘it is a sheer cliff’. It also provides the usual way to
express possession: ?es/qdlax kn ‘1 have a root-digger
[stick]’, ?es/citx* ‘she has a house’.

5.1.2,
Immediate aspect is marked by the suffix |-t|, referring
to (uncontrolled) actions and states that have just gone
into effect; also more general states:
/s3k-t kn ‘I got hit (by branch I passed under)’,
Iqit-t kt ‘we are awake (we just woke up)’,
Iwis-t k* ‘you are in a high place’,
/cék-t *(cooked food) has gotten cool’,
Igém-t ‘he got shot’,
Icén-t kp ‘you people got scratched (by briars)’,
n/kéw-t kn “1 fell in the water’.

5.1:3,

Autonomous forms, marked by the control suffix |-ayx|,
indicate an entity functioning independent of other
entities, in control (3.4.): [Nya®| ‘hide’, /y**-iyx ‘he
hides, goes into hiding’, ?es/y¢"-iyx ‘he has gotten him-
self hidden, is in hiding’; |[naViémh| ‘go into container’,
n/tém-ix ‘he gets in (a conveyance), moves to a position
s as to ride’, ?es-n/tém-ix ‘he is riding, has gotten into
a conveyance so as to ride’; [Via®™| ‘bounce’, /#**-fyx
‘he jumps’. Many terms referring to bodily posture and
movement are cast in this form: /cix*-ix ‘lie down’,
/gc-iyx ‘move’. Some roots occur only with this suffix:
/tét-ix ‘stand’, /gdz-ix ‘jump, run (away)’, /t€*-iyx

5.14.

Inchoative aspect conveys notions of (uncontrolled)
developing action or changing state. The following
examples include causative transitivizations (5.2.3.).
The affix is a weak suffix |-3p| with weak roots: /sk-3p
kn ‘1 get hit (by falling branch)’, /sak-p-s-t-és ‘she
manages to club it’, /salk-3p ‘it gets turned (the wrong
way)’, /salk-p-s-1-és ‘he gets it turned’, /cw-3p ‘it gets
made, done’, /yn-3p k* ‘you are shivering’. With strong
roots it infixes |[?7]| directly after the root vowel, form-
ing a weak stem: /1/?]ép [Nte[”"]p| ‘it gets black’,
Ite[? ]p-s-1-és |te[ 7" |p:-s-t-es| ‘she gets it black’, /z/? ii¢
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Nzu[?]¢| “it gets tight', /zuf?]¢-s-1-€s |zu[?]é:-s-t-es|
*he (unintentionally) makes it tighter’. It is curious that
both inchoative allomorphs create weak stems; even
the infix appropriate for strong roots is weak [[?"]|. This
is regularly seen in causativization, exemplified above,
which is especially common with inchoatives.

5.1.5.

Out-of-control is specified by a reduplicative affix that
copies a stem’s stressed vowel and immediately fol-
lowing consonant. It indicates a state or event is inde-
pendent of any agent or influenced in only limited
fashion by a particular agent, thus asserting explicitly
the notion implicit in roots unmarked for control (3.4.).
An agent involved acts accidentally or inefficiently or
needs much time or special skill to accomplish the
goal: /kiceac kt ‘we have an unexpected visitor’
([Vkiceic|; [Vkic| ‘arrive (at someone’s location)’,
Ix*iiseas |x*dselis| ‘(beer) is foaming’, n/témer
[naViétheem| ‘something goes in bag unnoticed; (hitch-
hiker) finally gets a ride’, /piysi [Vpdy=iy| ‘(concave
object) has been turned upside down’. With weak roots
it functions like a weak suffix: /g"cedc [Nqrace3c| ‘it
moves, trembles’, /g-acec-s-1-éx* [N acs3c:-s-t-ex|
‘you manage to move it’, /cheéh-s-t-x* [Ncah[+3h]-s-t-
ex*| ‘you get it fixed'. It appears as an infix in a strong
stem with more than a single consonant after the
stressed vowel: mons/mén[*n]x ‘he gets sick from
smoking’ (I\fméﬁxl ‘(inhale) smoke’). (See also out-of-
control secondary formations, 6.7.3.).

Often out-of-control forms suggest an agent other
than the primary referent in control: //{éq“-oq" kn ‘it got
nailed right in front of me (but I had no control over
it)’. In a negative construction (7.5.3.) the combination
indicates inability: ra*/ré” k s/piideak-m-s *he can’t get
out’.

5.1.6.

Resultive aspect is marked by the suffix |-&[; it empha-
sizes the recent, often sudden, completion of an activ-
ity or change of state: es/dy-e [%esViox-2| ‘it is
cleaned now’, ’es/ti ‘(undergrowth) is cleared
now’ ([Vhig*| ‘bare’), Pes/cdg-e *(car that was going
very fast) came to a quick stop’. The resultive often
cooccurs with the qualitative t- prefix (6.3.2.): Zes-
t/x3t-e kn ‘1 feel refreshed, recuperated’ ([xat| ‘be
active’), ?es-t/méA-e ‘(trees) are knocked down now’.

5.2.

Transitives all utilize |-t|, added directly to some roots;
others are first extended by |-n| (some roots show both
stems). No consistent semantic differences have been
observed between the two formations, but it appears
likely that at an earlier stage of the language |-n| cre-
ated a control stem, which control roots (3.4.) did not
need. Both types now form transitives implying control
by the subject. There are also more specialized transi

tive Stems, in which the position of |-n| is occupied by
other transitive formative suffixes (5.2.3.-5.).

5.2.1. ,

Weak transitive stems afford the clearest view of endings,
which are then stressed. Table 2 gives the paradigm of
[Vsak| hit with stick’, which takes |-t| directly. /sak-1-éne
‘I club him’, is unexpected: -ne *1sg.sbj.-3obj.’, invariable
throughout the transitive system, is from the |-n-t| para-
digm, where it developed regularly as an unstressed end-
ing (5.2.2.). /sak-t-ém ‘lpl.sbj.-3.0bj." is apparently
borrowed from the indefinite-subject form (third person).
The second person indefinite-subject forms are also iden-
tical with the corresponding 1pl.sbj.-20bj. forms. But
these are different syntactically. 2sg.sbj.-1pl.obj. and
2pl.sbj.-1pl.obj. forms are identical; formally /sak-t-éy-p
‘you (sg. or pl.) club us’ has 2pl.sbj. |-ep)|.

Table 2. |-t| Transitive Paradigm of [Vsok| *hit with stick’
Objects
Isg. 2sg. 3d. person 1pl. 2pl.
Subjects
Isg. — fsok-ci-n [sak-t-éne — Jsak-t-iiym-n
-] [Nsok-t-si-en| [Vsak-t-en(2) ] [Nsak-t-uym-en|
2sg. sok-cém-x= — Ssak-t-éx- [sok-t-éy-p —
[Vsok-t-sem-ex” =l [Vsak-t-ex?| (=2pl.) —
3d. person  /sak-cém-s fsak-ci-s Isak-t-és Isok-t-éy-s /sak-1-tiym-es
[Vsok-t ] [Vsok-t-si-es| [Vsok-t-es| [Vsok-t-ey-es| [Nsok-t-uym-es|
1pl. - Isak-ci-t /sak-t-ém — /sak-t-iym-et
— Nsok-t-si-et| [Vsak-t-em| - [sok-t-uym-et|
2pl. /sak-céy-p — /sak-1-ép /sak-1-éy-p —
[Vsak-t-sey-ep| —l [Nsok-t-ep| [Vsak-t-ey-ep| o
Indefinite  /sok-céy-me Jsak-ci-t Jsok-1-ém Isak-1-éy-t /sak-t-iym-et
Vsok-t-s | [Nsak-t-si-et] [Nsok-t-em| [Vsok-t-ey-et] [Nsok-t-uym-et|
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Weak roots extended by |-n| differ only in stem,
which ends in e (from |n|; 2.7., rule [18]): [Vsalok:n-t-|
‘turn around’: /salk-e-1-és ‘she turns him’, /salk-e-cém-
 ‘you turn me’.

A few weak roots permit neither |-t| nor |-n-t| inflec-
tion from the simple root; some of these form |-n-t| con-
trol transitives based on their inchoative (5.1.4.) stems:
Vpay| ‘lose’, |Vpay-3p:-n-t-es| Ipi”?-p-e-1-és ‘he loses
(animal that is following him) (intentionally)'; [iag|
‘stick on flat surface’, NT:q-ip:-m-csI /taq-p-e-t-és
‘she sticks it on (the wall)'.

which then contract. Strong roots overwhelmingly
take |-n-t| inflection, with |n| normally vocalized
(2.7., rule [18]). Table 3 shows a typical paradigm.
After a vocalic stem the connecting n is seen unvo-
calized: |V?i%:n-t-es| /%ii%e-n-s ‘she sings him a lul-
laby’. Similarly, n appears after a protected vowel
eliminated late in derivation (2.7., rule [20]):
Vinawa:-n-t-| ‘say what?': /?inw-n-s ‘what does she
tell him?", /?inw-n-cm-x= ‘what do you tell me?
/?inw-n-t-im-et ‘what do we tell you people?’. This
inflection shows the regular origin of the ‘1sg.sbj.-
3.0bj." ending -ne.

Rule (15) (2.7.) eliminates |n| from much of the par-
adigm of stems ending in |?|: /%ig e?-n-e ‘I drink it’,
/?iige”-n-x* ‘you drink it’; but /”iig=e?-s ‘he drinks it’,
/?iq e”-1-p ‘you people drink it’.

Strong roots with simple |-t| inflection show less
complex developments in the endings, but this para-
digm has borrowed the ‘1sg.sbj.-30bj.” ending from the
-n-t| inflection: |wik:-t-| ‘see’: /wik(-1)-ne ‘I see her’
(-1- pronounced in Lytton, but absent in Spuzzum
speech), /wik-1-x ‘you see her’, /wik-cm-x* ‘you see
me’, /wik-t-im-et ‘we see you people’, /wik-c-im-e

‘someone sees me’. Morphophonemic developments
(2.7., rules (6], [8-10)) result in homonymous forms for
3sbj.-30bj." and ‘3sbj.-2sg.obj.": /wik-c [Vwik:
‘he sees her’, /wik-c [Nwik s| ‘he sees you
Isak-1-és *he clubs her’, /sak he clubs you').

5.2.3. CAUSATIVE

The formative |-s| creates causative stems from most
roots; it does not change the control status (3.4.) of the
stem to which it is added. With most roots, then, it
forms transitives implying that the action or state
results from the activity of some agent who is not in
full control, covering on the one hand accidental, unin-
tentional, and haphazard or excessive acts, and on the
other, feats that are difficult to perform or that require
great skill or a long time.

For many roots there are parallel paradigms, afford-
ing contrast between |-s-t| noncontrol transitives and
|t| or |-n-t| control transitives: /cam-1-és [Ncom:-t-es|
‘she burns (bread to soak for therapeutic tea)’, /cam-s-
1-és |cam:-s-t-es| ‘she (forgets what she’s cooking and)
burns it'; /wis-n-x* [Vwis:-n-t-ex*| ‘you make it higher
(than it was)’, /w -x- [Vwis:-s-t-ex*| ‘you make it
too high’. Semantic contrasts are not always so great,
and often the different nuance is difficult to translate:
Iwik-t-x* [Nwik:-t-ex*| ‘you see it’, /wik-s-1-x* [Nwik:-s-
t-ex*| ‘you see it, catch a glimpse of it’.

|-s-t| transitivizes many more complex stems;
among those discussed so far, autonomous (5.1.3.),
inchoative (5.1.4.), and out-of-control (5.1.5.) stems
are common: /y€*-iyx-s-t-x* ‘you help him hide", /sak-
p-s-t-és ‘she causes him to get clubbed: hits him acci-
dentally (with her cane)’, /kiceac-s you manage
to get him there (to the hospital)’. With stative (5.1.1.)
stems there is a special semantic result: ongoing or
habitual action is often meant (note contrasting
glosses in the following examples): ?es/kic-s-ne ‘I've

Table 3. |-n-t| Inflection: Transitive Paradigm of Ikic| ‘arrive at location of®

Objects
1sg. 2sg. 3d. person Ipl. 2pl.
Subjects
Isg. = fic-e-c-n /kic-n-e - /kic-e-t-im-n
[ [Viic-n-t-si-en| [Vic-n-t-en| = [Nkic-n-t-uym-en|
2sg. fkic-e-cm-x* = fic-n-x* fkic-e-t-i-p —
Wife-n-t-sem-ex*| = [iic-n-t-ex*| (=2pl) [
3d. person  /kic-e-cm-s Wic-e-c Fic-e-s Kic-e-t-i-s Fic-e-t-im-es
iic-n-t-sem-es| [Vifc-n-t-si-es| Vkie-n-t-es| kic-n-t-cy-es| [Viic-n-t-uym-es|
1pl. — [kic-e-c-t /kic-e-1-m —_ Jkic-e-1-im-et
— Niic-n-t-siet] [Viic-n-t-em| I [Viic-n-t-uym-et]
2pl. Kic-e-ci-p - fkic-e-t-p fkic-e-1-i-p =
INkfc-n-t-sey-ep| - [Vkic-n-t-ep| [Vkic-n-t-ey-ep| —
Indefinite  /kic-e-ci-me fkic-e-c-t fkic-e-t-m fic-e-t-i-t /kic-e-t-im-et
[Vkic-n-t-sey-me] [Vkic-n-t-si-et| {Vkic-n-t-em| \\fkfc-n-l-ey—el( N‘kx‘c-n-l-uym—eﬂ[




been there all the time; I often go there’, ?es/kic-s-
cm-s ‘he always comes to me (for things he needs);
he’s coming to see me’, es/sig-s-c ‘he already has it
(firewood) all split; he’s splitting it".
5.2.4. INDIRECTIVE
With basic transitive inflection most roots refer to
persons or things as the direct objects of their action:
Isak-t-éne ‘1 club him/her’ or ‘I club it (an animal)’ or
‘L hit it (some object) with a stick’; /wik-r-x* ‘you see
him/her/it (person, animal, or thing)’. The formative
|-xi| ‘indirective’ forms stems (marked for control) that
focus on some person or thing as the entity affected
or interested in the transaction, and that redirect the
action toward a goal related to this entity: /wik-x-c-n
[Nwik:-xi-t-si-en| ‘I see what you have’, /éag"-xi-c
[Véag:-xi-t-es| ‘he writes (a letter) to her’, /md¢-x-1-
im-es 1\f-mé(‘:-xi-t-uym—es\ ‘he breaks something
belonging to you people’. Although persons are most
commonly the interested entities, other types are also
found: /§*u?-xi-t-ne ‘1 set a trap for it (a particular ani-
mal)’, n/ég=iis-x-c [navéag=us:-xi-t-es| ‘they add some-
thing to the contributions for a feast’ (with figurative
specialization: [Véad| ‘throw and hit’, |ne-...us| ‘eye’).
Thompson indirectives operate exactly contrary to
the usual English pattern involving two objects, where
an interested party is introduced as an indirect object
and the goal of the action remains the direct object.
Thompson also has some simple roots that function as
indirectives, for example, [Viia| ‘give’: /i-r-éne ‘I give
it to him’. One root has been reinterpreted as including
the indirective -xi suffix: /né-x-t-x* ‘you hand it to him’
(more literally ‘you make him recipient of it’), but aug-
mentative naxe/né-x-1-x* ‘give someone little things’.

5.2.5. RELATIONAL

Nc ol transitives d ing relati of action and
states to objects are formed on stems extended by
|-min|: /#¢"-fyx-m-ne ‘I jump for it’ ([Vto®| ‘bounce’
[Via®*-ayx| ‘jump’). Derived stems are often more
abstract in reference than the underlying roots: /fak*-
min-ne |Ntok*:-min-t-en(®)| ‘I remember him’ ([Vok*|
‘hook’). The formation provides transitives for many
stems not otherwise transitivized: /piin-mn-x* ‘you find
it’, /piin-m-t-im-et Npdn:-min-t-uym-et| ‘we find you
people’ (|-n-| lost, 2.7., rule [15]); /¢[?]oz-min-ti-s
[V&o[?")z:-min-tey-es ‘it gets dark on us’ ([V&o[?]z|
‘get dark’).

Relational derivatives sometimes contrast with sim-
ple transitives: /néx*-m-s |Vnix*:-min-t-es| ‘(an animal)
runs up to him’ (I‘/?m)_('r ‘progress on four or more
legs’); compare /ndx*-e-s lelyﬁx":-n-t-es| ‘it crawls over
it (many-legged insect crawling over a rock)’.

Relational stems can also be followed by the indirec-
tive (5.2.4.): /ce’x*-mi-x-1-x N?:e"x":-min‘xi-l-ex“l
‘you appreciate what he has done; you congratulate
him’ (|n| lost, 2.7., rule [15]).

5.2.6.

Conjunctive transitives are created simply by adding
the third-person conjunctive enclitic |w-es|. Thus
transitives in the conjunctive mode are grammatically
impersonal: /wik(-t)-ne ws ‘(if) I see him’ [/see(-transi-
tive)-1sg.sbj. 1sg.sbj.conjunctivel, ?it /cag-t-és us ‘and
then he put it there’ [and.then /put-transitive-3.sbj.
3.sbj.conjunctive].

5.3.

Reflexive and reciprocal forms introduce logically
transitive objects but are grammatically intransitive,
requiring intransitive subject particles (4.2.3.). |-sut|
‘reflexive’ and |-wax*| ‘reciprocal’ follow |-t| ‘transi-
tive’ directly:

Imén-e-st kn I‘/—mén:»n-t-sut k-en| ‘I get myself into
the shade’, /gas-ciit [Ngas:-t-sut| ‘he scratches
himself’,

Ikuk*-s-ciit kt |k*ak*:-s-t-sut k-et| ‘we are grateful.
thankful’ (lit. ‘we make ourselves grateful’),

Isalk-e-ciit |Nsalok:-n-t-sut| ‘she turns (herself)
around’;

hagr-e-t-wax* [VAaq*:-n-t-wéx*| ‘they fight (slap.
beat each other)’,

Ipzen-t-wdx" kp |pozén:-t-wdx* k-ep| ‘you people
meet (coming from opposite directions)’.

As in many languages, reflexives often have extended
or idiomatic meanings: /xe?-s-ciit I\&e":»s-t-sud ‘she is
haughty’ (N}e"} ‘rise’), /cuw-e-ciit ‘he goes questing
for spirit power’ ([Ncaw| ‘do, make’).

Where there are alternate stems from weak roots
with |-t| and |-n-t| inflection, |-sut| and |-wéx*| are con-
sistently added to the |-n-t| stem: /g*i-t-és ~ /q*iy-e-1-és
[Ng*ay:(-n)-t-es| ‘he coats it with a powdery substance’,
/griy-e-ciit ‘he gets coated (with dust)’; /xac-t-éne ~
Ixac-e-t-éne [\/;,(ac:(-n)-t—en(é)l ‘I bet him (about some-
thing)’, /xac-e-t-wdx" ‘they bet with each other’.

Reflexives can be retransitivized via the causative,
the indirective, or relational: /yem--ciit-s-t-x* ‘you
bring him to be treated with affection,’ /gin-ciit-x-cm-
s ‘he speaks for me (for my purposes)’, /gin-ciit-m-nx-
‘you talk about her.’

Reciprocals can be reconverted to transitive via the
causative: |}faq“-e-1-wa’x‘-s-ne ‘I fight with him’, /xac-
e-t-wdx"-s-1-x* ‘you bet with him’.

54. )

Middle voice is marked by |-3me|. It refers to activities
and states in which the subject is involved, perhaps is
initiator, acting in particular with self-interest and full
or considerable control, thus affording intransitive con-
trol oppositions parallel to the transitive ones (cf.
5.2.3.). Grammatically intransitive, they nevertheless
often convey transitive meanings: /sk-3m |Vsok-3me|
‘he clubs (someone or something)’, /cw-3m ‘they work®
([Vcow| ‘do, make’), /séx-m ‘he bathes’, /?ii%e-me
|‘/"’li"éA5me| ‘she sings a lullaby’. Middles frequently
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convey specialized meanings: /cix*-m ‘he buys a wife’
(reference to laying out goods for bride price: NZx’x‘
lny ). They are frequently causativized: /cuw-m-s-t-éx*
\caw 3me:-s-t-ex*| ‘you make him work’; /séx*-m-s-c
[Vséx*-3me-s-t-es| ‘he makes him bathe’.

5.5

Imperatives are formed on both intransitive and transi-
tive stems (after object suffixes) by addition of |-¢], plu-
ralized by immediately preceding |-wz|: /x3st-e ‘go
home!”, /x"3st-uz-e ‘go home, you people!”, n/tér-ix-e
‘get in!", n/tém-ix-uz-e ‘get in, you people!”, /wik-cm-e
[Nwik:-t-sem-g| ‘see me!’, /wik-t-y-uz-e Nwik:-t-ey-wz-2|
‘see us, you people!’, /nik-e-t-e ‘cut it!", /salk-e-t-éy-e
‘turn us around!’. With weak transitive stems -ér
appears before imperative endings (perhaps originally a
diminutive [6.7.1.] but now the only form for such
stems): /sak-r-ét-¢ [Nsak:-t(-6t)-8| *club him!", /salk-e-r-
ér-uz-e |salok:-n-t(-et)-wz-¢| ‘you people turn him
around!”

Before imperative endings an element -x- is often
found suffixed to various kinds of intransitive stems; it
is_especially common with middles: /:ev-:n?-x -e
[Vséyesey-x-8| ‘go and play!’, /ge’m=éyt-x-e [Ngeem=
eyt-x-8| ‘nurse your baby!" ([-eyt| ‘person, child’), IxA-
sm-x*-uz-e [NxoA-3me-x-wz-2| ‘chew, you people!’,
kate/kat=xn-3m-x-¢ |ka ‘take off
your shoes!" Forms with and without -x- have been
recorded without semantic contrast: /cw-3m-x-e ~ lcw-
sm-e ‘work!”

A few roots show a special imperative singular: /nés-
we? ‘gol’, lc?és-we? ‘come!’, /w?éx-we? ‘remain (as
you are), keep well!’, 1A7ék-we” “arrive (safely, wher-
ever you're going)!’, (the last two commonly used as
goodbye formulas). The corresponding plurals are reg-
ular: /nés-uz-e, lc?és-uz-e, Iw?éx*-uz-e, 1A?ék*-uz-e.

5.6. PLURALIZATION AND OTHER AUGMENTATIVE
Nortions

Number is an obligatory opposition in first and second
persons (except where second person uses the plural
inflection for both singular and plural reference,
5.2.1.). But most simple third-person forms are
ambiguous as to number. There are various ways of
insisting on plural reference; some of these convey
other ideas as well.

5.6.1.

Third-person plural |-3yxs| (4.2.3.) serves in both pos-
sessive (4.3.) and transitive (5.2.) paradigms. In the
transitive it indicates third plural subject acting on a
third singular or plural object: /sak-t-iyxs ‘they club
him/them’, /nik-e-t-iyxs [Vnik:-n-t-3yxs| ‘they cut
it/them’, /tak*-min-t-fyxs ‘they recall it/them’.
Grammatically intransitive, permitting no overt object
pronouns (4.2.3.), it can be retransitivized by suffixing

|-n-t| to bring in other subjects and objects; here |-3yxs|
refers to subjects or objects, depending on the other

xs-n-e [Vsak:-t-3yxs:-n-t-en| *I club them’,

iyxs-es [Nwik:-t-3yxs: s| ‘she sees them’,

Ipun-m-t-iyxs-e-t-p M)un -min-t-yxs:-n-t-ep| ‘you
people find them’,

IK~el-e-t-iyxs-e--i-s Wi‘éi:-n-t~éyxs:-n-l-ey-es[ ‘they
ask us to go with them’,

Iwik-t-iyxs-e-cm-s |Nwik:-t-3yxs:-n-t-sem-es| ‘they
see me’,

Iwik-t-{yxs-e-t-m [Nwik:-t-3yxs:-n-t-em| ‘they are
seen’.

5.6.2.

Augmentatives are formed with [CVCe|, commonly
referring to several persons or things (intransitive sub-
jects, transitive objects) as a group, but sometimes sug-
gesting distribution over space or time: n-gi*/qd)
[na-qay+[Vgdy-ayx k-ef| ‘we all swim’, s-g~ame/q"3m

‘mountains’, ¢e?s/¢[?]ét \5e”-@e["']i\ (5.1.4.) ‘they

get cold’, wake/wik-t-x* ‘you see them’, ﬁam Am ép-e-s

‘he chops all (the trees) down’, ?es- qa/\’/qll ‘he has

lots of scars’, g*i”*/g"iiy ‘there are clouds, it is cloudy,

g u?+/q"u’=iymx* ‘swamp (water here and there on the

ground)’, ?es-cus/ciiw ‘(houses) built here and there’,

x*al*/x*él=qs ‘(board in floor) pops up (whenever some-

one steps on one end)’. It can indicate repetitions of an

act: say*/say-t-és ‘(Indian doctor) blows repeatedly on

(patient, treating him)’. Or it may represent extensive-

ness or intensification of an activity or state, or large

size: laq“-/)aq" -iim k* ‘you do a lot of sewing’,

wase/wis-t ‘very high; they are up high’, ¢o?+/¢[?]6z

|¢07e\Eo[?"]z| ‘very dark’, tax*+/téx*-t ‘quite correct;

very straight, exact’, tan*/tdn-t ‘pulled too hard,

stretched’, x*ame/x*ém-t ‘he is very lonely; they are

lonely’, ”es-?ex-e/?éx"-t ‘big landslide, avalanche;

landslides all over’, ?es-t-pate/psi-e ‘brimming full’.

With some intransitives logical parts or localities are
referred to: es-kafe/kat=xon ‘she has her shoes off
(both feet)’ (kal| ‘detach’, [-x3n| ‘foot , leg").

Some words, already reduplicalive, nevertheless
form augmentatives:  K"aA*k"aAe/k" Mp ‘fleas’
(k‘a/i-/k x/ip ‘flea’), s-hi?/hi’hi? ‘male in-laws of
ascending generations’ (s/hi”hi”? ‘father-in-law”).

Some augmentatives, especially those denoting
states and qualities, are more common than the corre-
sponding simplexes. Some words occur only in the
augmentative: s-kis/kiye? ‘ancestors, predecessors’ (cf.
s/kiye? ‘front’). Some do not form augmentatives at all;
like most unaugmented words, they can have either sin-
gular or plural reference: n-k*a*/k*iisn *star(s)’.

In a few augmentatives stress falls on the first sylla-
ble: s-kéwe/k u |s-kews\kéw| ‘woman’s sisters-in-law,
female cousins by marriage’. A few words have irregu-
lar augmentatives: ca*/citx* ‘houses’.




5.6.3.

Plural infixes |[?y], [z?€], [¢e]| form a few special plu-
rals: /icé[?i]ck \\/Tcé["y]ck| ‘female in-laws of ascend-
ing generations (/fcéck ‘mother-in-law’); /c?é[ ?i]s ‘they
come’ (/c”?és ‘she comes’; note also /c?é[”i]-t ‘we
come’), /né[?i]s ‘they go’ (/nés ‘he goes’, /né[?i]-t ‘we
g0"), Jeiif?i]t Ned[?y]t| ‘they say’ (/ciit ‘she says’,
lcu[?i]t kt *we say’); s/ éd[Ze]xt ‘man’s brothers-in-law,
male cousins by marriage’ (sg. s/ééxt), /A%d[ze]k ‘they
arrive’ (/A?¢k *he arrives’); Iw?é[ée]x ~ Iw?é[¢a]x ‘they
are located over there’ (/w?éx ‘be located’).

5.6.4. ABLAUT PLURAL RooTS

A number of weak roots with |a| have strong counter-
parts with a tense vowel (most commonly |{|) and plural
reference. With such roots augmentatives are freely
formed from both stems; with singular roots these sug-
gest a few referents, with plural roots many (again
intransitive subjects, transitive objects). The following
list is not exhaustive:

Gloss Singular Plural
“pull out’ [Neake| [Netk|
‘tear’ [ea®| [Neie|
‘crack, check’ [VAagr| [VAig¥|
‘knock off

[berries into basket]’ [Vsap]| [Vsip]
‘split’ [Vsaq [Vsfg]
‘cut’ [VEal| [NEil|
*hit with stick’ [Vsak| [Vsék|
‘splash’ [Vyaq*| [Vytiq*|

5.6.5. SUPPLETIVE PLURAL STEMS

A number of other roots have as plural counterparts
unrelated (or nonsystematically related) stems. The fol-
lowing list is not exhaustive:

Gloss Singular Plural

‘lay’ [Neut| [Neix*|; [noVmix|
‘sit” [Vmiceq| [Viag|

‘give’ [Vnal; Nrha| |na\fl}nf'71

die Naig] eyl

*fall, drop’ [Vk>is| [Nze|

‘weep’ [Nwiyx| [Vke1g|

5.7. MopAL EXTENSIONS
Several strong suffixes form stems with modal over-
tones.

5.7.1.

Noncontrol middle |-nwéin| emphasizes lack of control
(cf. 3.4., 5.1.5.): /zoq"-nwéin ‘(plant) is deadly poiso-
nous’ ([Nziq*| ‘die’), /gay-nwétn ‘he manages to shoot
(a deer)’, /xak-p-nwéin kt ‘we finally understand; we
accidentally find out’ ([Vxak| ‘know’, |-3p| ‘inchoat-
ive’). For transitive inflection the stem is converted
to_-nwén-, and |-t| is added directly: /ay-nwén-s
[V§ay-nwén-t-es| ‘she shoots him (accidentally)’,
wase/wis-1-nwén-t-m ‘we finally manage to get (boards
for scaffold) high enough’.

5.7.2.

Desiderative |-mémn| expresses wishes and tendencies:
¢ ax-mémn ‘he wants to borrow something’, /€0yt~
mémn kn ‘1 am sleepy’ (/<*6yt ‘sleep’), /teki-mémn ‘it
looks like rain’. It sometimes conveys the notion
‘almost’: /¢e¢-t-mémn ‘almost full’. Control transi-
tives are created by adding |-t| directly to this stem
(with expected morphophonemic developments, 2.7.,
rules (7], [17-18]): /sak-méme-s |[Nsok-mémn:-t-es| ‘she
feels like clubbing him’. However, the surface stem
used with third person /sok-méme- (n > e/ _t) is
extended analogically to position before first and sec-
ond singular subjects: /sak-méme-ne ‘I feel like club-
bing him’, /sak-méme-n-x* ‘you feel like clubbing him'.

5.7.3.

Developmental |-wi?x| covers increase, intensification,
change, and unexpected continuation of states and
actions: /gatmin-wi’x ‘he gets old(er); it wears out’,
?es/citx*-wi?x kp ‘you people finally got a house’
(Zeslcitx* kp ‘you people have a house’), /wmex-wi’x
‘she’s still living (I thought she had died)’. Transitives
are formed with |-s| ‘causative’: n/Ks=enk-wi?x-s-1-x*
‘you make him angry’ (|noVkos=ene?k] lit. ‘bad belly").

5.7.4.

Habitual |-it| suggests preference, predilection, charac-
teristic behavior (intransitive only, but can be followed
by developmental; 5.7.3.): /Az-ut ‘she’s a lazy person’
(/A3z ‘she’s lazy (right now)’), /Az-ut-wi’?x ‘she’s
getting lazy’. Stems cc ly have ive

duplication (5.6.2.): [s/milt-iit ‘she’s fond of visit-

T
ing’, pu’s/pu?-m-ut ‘perpetual flatulator (Skunk's
nickname)’.

5.7.5:

Transl 1 |-dlowt| indi a trip of some length,
either walking or by some conveyance, for a specific
purpose: /?ug*e?-uluf ki ‘we go out for a drink’
(Ndq*e?| ‘drink’), /sepesi?-ilut ‘they go (to town) to
have a good time’ ([Vséyesey| “(pl.) play, do things for
pleasure’).

6. DERIVATION
More complex words are derived in several ways.

6.1. EXPANDED STEMS

6.1.1.

Compound stems are occasionally formed, involving
more than the usual single root: n/cag/xwéi-ne
|naVcaqVxawét:-n-t-en| ‘I put it right on the road’
([eag| “set’, |/xawél| “trail road’), n/éak/sip kn ‘I am
out of breath’ (cf. /¢ak-s-t-éne ‘1 use it all up’, /sip-m
kn ‘I breathe’). In some cases the second element is
clearly an (otherwise) independent word rather than
just a root: /xaA-s/qdxa? kn ‘1 look after my horse’ (cf.
IxaA-1-éne ‘1 take care of it’, s/gdxa” ‘dog; horse’, with
s- ‘nominalizer’, 6.5.).



There is also a compounding element |-i-|, which
joins stems: /tam-t/m”-ém ‘he is unmarried’ (|Vtem|
‘lack’, [Vma?-em| ‘wife’); /lam-l-n/)pxl’c’e" ‘he has no
shirt on” (where the final element is an independent
word [naViap=ice”| ‘shirt’). It serves in particular to
make compound numbers (with shortening of first ele-
ments, 8.1.): /mu-1/?ipn=ekst \\fmu(s)-hﬁﬁpamekstl
“forty (lit. four tens)’.

Some compound stems contain a first root that does
not occur independently, although it may be quite
productive: e.g., n/kal- ‘sharing, accom anying, co-' in
n/l\':a)‘/k‘e’ ‘has the same name’ (|Vk*ést| ‘name’),
n/Kat-wes/wiyx ‘comourner; relative by marriage
after death of linking relative’ (wee/wiyx ‘weep’),
n/Kat-n/qdy-ix ‘swimming companion’ (|noVgdy-ayx|
*swim’). The first element in the common word /Au”-
s/qdyx (Spuzzum /Ai?-s/qdyx") ‘person’, s/qdyx" ‘man’
may be a similar bound root.

6.1.2.

Root extensions are poorly understood. A number of
roots have shorter and longer forms, but the extensions
are not productive, and semantic differences are elusive
or inconsistent: [Vsal| ‘turn, spin’, [Vsalok| ‘turn’; [Nwal|
‘open, clear way through’, [Vwalug*| ‘clear way
through’.

6.1.3.

Lexical suffixes (3.1.1.) extend roots and inchoative
stems (5.1.4.), adding precision of reference and a
variety of nuances—sometimes vs[y subtle and highly
specialized ones: /gixsymx* [Vgix-uyamx*| ‘hard
ground’ ([V§ix| ‘strong, firm', [-uyarhx*| ‘earth, land,
place; (earth) oven’), n/yam-p=iiymx" Ina\f),(an
uyarhx®| “dry area’ (/xm-3p ‘dry up’), n/can-p=iiymx*
‘(passing train) echoes with a heavy sound’ (/cn-3p
‘echo’), /k“a[’]/=u’yrhx' ‘grass turns green’ (/k*[”]al
‘turn green’), n/g"y=iiyrx*-m ‘she bakes in the earth
oven’ ([Vq-ay| ‘cook’, |-3me| ‘middle’), n/gast=iiyrx--m
‘she bakes bread in an iron pot in the ashes’ (/gast-3m
‘Indian vegetables steam-baked in a pit’), n/édp=ymx*
‘sour-dough; yeast bread" ([Véap| ‘sour’).

Parallel to complex words involving lexical suffixes
speakers also use simpler predicates, adding detail by
means of complements and adjuncts (7.2., 7.3.), which
provide more specific identification of entities
involved: /ca®-p=iée”? k* ‘your clothing (dress or shirt)
is torn’, /c®-3p e ?-n/Ap=iée” ‘your shirt is torn’. The
tendency to favor these syntactic constructions over the
morphological ones with lexical suffixes is one of the
characteristics of current usage.

Because of the wide range of extended meanings of
both suffixes and roots, and frequent further
metaphorical ex ibl

it is often imp to
predict the reference of a particular word from its
components (/y€*=ékst-m ‘murder in secret’ [‘/hide=
hand-middle.voice’], /cag=cin ‘level area on edge of

river’ [‘/put=mouth’]), and sometimes difficult to
recognize the semantic connection (n/cq=is-m
‘cook by boiling’ [‘localizer/put=face.eye.sun.fire-
middle.voice'], where |-us| presumably refers to fire;
Ipi?=ép=u”s=qn-me ‘be greedy, push oneself ahead of
everyone else’ [‘/o »m= top.surface=head-mid
dle.voice’], apparently involving [Vpeye”| ‘one" and
|=ep=ewes=qin| ‘back of crown of head").

Lexical suffixes frequently cluster in derivatives,
furnishing yet further nuances and detailed references.
Some combinations seem clearly to be compounded,
specific reference followed by more general coverage:
s/kiye?=qin=kst ‘thumb’, s/kiye’=qin=xn ‘big toe’, /x"a
gin=ks-tn ‘nail file’ (|Vkiy2?| ‘be ahead, in front, princi-
pal, eldest’, [Vx*al| ‘grind, file’, [-ekst| *hand’, [-x3n|
“foot’, |[']| ‘specializing extension’, 6.2.1., [-qiri=ekst|
‘finger’, |-qin=x3n| ‘toe’); n/km=énk=xn ‘sole of foot’,
n/qs=énk=xn-me ‘she tickles the sole of his foot’ ([Vkam|
‘focal area’, M}asl ‘tickle; scratch an itch’, |-enek|
*belly, under side’, (|=enek=x3n| ‘bottom of foot’, [na-|
*localized’, |-3me| ‘middle’).

Middle forms from stems extended by lexical suf-
fixes are common, as some of the preceding examples
show. The corresponding transitives are formed with
simple |-t| inflection if the stem ends in |n, i, otherwise
with |-n-t]: /sk=ép=ge-s [Vsok=ep=qin:-t-es| ‘she clubs
him on (back of) head’ (jep| ‘bottom, rear’, |-qin|
‘head’), /ch=ékn-s l\/Esh=eka es| ‘she fixes his pack’
([Ncah] *fix, adjust’, [-ekani| ‘pack, bundle’); /ch=iis-e-s
|cah=us:-n-t-es| ‘she fixes the fire' (|-us| ‘face, eye, sun,
fire’).

Causative (5.2.3.), indirective (5.2.4.), and relational
(5.2.5.) inflections are also common: /sk=ép=ge-s-c
\\Eak=ep=qin:-s-t-es\ ‘he (accidentally) hits on (back of)
head (with pole), fells tree on him’; /ctif=qs-x-t-x* [Vedts
ags:-xi-t-ex*| ‘you point gun at him’ (Nedt| “point,
direct’, |=ags| ‘nose, point, end, weapon’); /kf=ékst-m-ne
[Vkot-ekst:-min-t-en| ‘I let go of it' ([Vkal| ‘detach’,
|-ekst| ‘hand’).

6.2. SPECIALIZED STEMS

6.2.1.

Specializing extension |[']| appears to be the affix in a
poorly understood process by which (usually posttonic)
resonants take on glottalization in sporadic derivatives.
The words reflect extensions of various sorts: /u?=qin
‘(tree) stump’ ([Vqaw| ‘break in two', |=qin| ‘head,
top’), cf. s/lad=qin ‘(traditional) hairdo with top knot’
([N1a¢| ‘twist in several directions’).

6.2.2.

Proportional |-{yCe?| (position, size, shape, etc., with
relation to something else) derives a few stems, mostly
followed by |-t| ‘immediate’ (5.1.2.); the roots are
also poorly attested: /rxei’xe’-r ‘narrow piece’,
tgei?ge?-t ‘short’, /K mei?me? ‘small’. IKi[*?Ke? ]t




‘near’ is similar in form but is relatable to a root [Vkit|
‘approach’ (cf. n/Kit-ne [naVkit:-n-t-ene| ‘I catch up with
him’); it suggests this affix is a suffix with weak stems,
but an infix replacing the stressed vowel in strong ones.
6.2.3.
Affective |Ce| (often with specializing extension |[']|,
6.2.1.) derives stylistic variants connoting special atti-
tudes ranging from familiarity, perhaps with overtones
of nostalgia, to extreme specialization. The vowel of
the |Cee| prefix is most often reduced to || in regular
fashion, but some forms show 2 varying with e and
others consistently show e. The formation is unpro-
ductive (reflecting an old diminutive pattern), but pro-
vides many examples:
n-Ga*/gé¢ |na-gesVdad| ‘woven part of snowshoes’
(INga¢| ‘weave’),
?es-cav/cii? |es-cesNcow[']| ‘it has a pattern’ ([Ncow|
‘do, make’),
s-pa~/pldnt |s-pesVpalant| ‘skunk’ (simplex s/pldnt is
rare),
ka*/kic-n-cm-s \keﬂﬂcic:-n[’]t-sem-esl ‘he haunts me’
(cf. /kic-e-cm-s ‘he comes to visit me’).
6.3.1.
Localizer |na-| signals localization or a more abstract
specialization, as opposed to vaguer or more usual ref-
erences of unmarked forms: n/cig-m ‘he digs a hole’,
Icig-m ‘he digs (more generally)’; n/Aepe”=x3n
[naVAepe?-x3n| ‘marrow in the leg bone’, s/Aepé? ‘mar-
row’; n/cit-mn ‘compass’ (I\ffﬁil ‘indicate’, |-min|
‘means’, 6.4.1.), /ciil-mn ‘index finger’. It often refers
to inside or inner position: n/pak*-t-éne ‘I dump it
in’, /pak*-t-éne ‘1 dump it out’; n/i’h=ékst ‘right arm’,
s/i?h=ékst ‘right hand’ ([Nyah| ‘good’, |ekst| ‘hand,
lower arm’, s- ‘nominalizer’, 6.5.). It sometimes con-
veys a partitive idea: n/cék-m ‘she cools off part of it
(something she is cooking, so as to taste it)’, /cék-m
‘she cools it off (all of it)’. Some roots always have
[na-|: |naViér| “go inside’. With some lexical suffixes
|na-| signals a common shift in meaning: e.g., |-us|
without the prefix often refers to ‘face, surface’, but
with |na-| rather to ‘eye(s), seeing, window’: /¢q
[V&age=us:-n-t-es| ‘she hits him in face’, n/ég
hits him in eye; hits his window’, /pt=iis-tn ‘veil’, n/pt=
is-tn ‘window shade’. Some lexical suffixes regularly
require [na-|: e.g., [na-...zenih| ‘ear, side of head, side of
something’; compare /tik*=dqs \\Hsysk'=aqs| ‘bump
one’s nose’, n/tik"=éni ‘bump side of one’s head’.
6.3.2
Qualitative |ta-| is far less common. It suggests a qual-
ity, characteristic, or state; it is usually accompanied by
the stative prefix (5.1.1.) and often by the resultative
suffix (5.1.6.): Zes-t/piq ‘white’, ?es-t/k*3zek*az-t
‘smooth’, ?es-1/x3l-¢ ‘he feels better’, ?es-t/xal-e-s-t1-és
‘it makes him feel better’.

6.4.

Formative suffixes create various extended stems.
Transitive formatives are discussed in 5.2.3.-5. There
are also formatives making intransitive themes that
function primarily as independent words.

6.4.1.

Instrumentals are found with two suffixes; some gener-
alizations can be made covering most derivatives.
Those with |-min| ‘means’ refer to implements, materi-
als, or places for temporary or casual use; no control
(3.4.) is specified, and connotation is often passive and
concrete. Those with |-tan| ‘way’ refer to apparatus,
tools, or areas for specific, more permanent use; con-
trol is implied, and connotation is usually active, often
abstract. n/x*al-min ‘washboard’ (\‘&“sl{ ‘grind), s/x*al-
min ‘sawdust, filings’, /x"al=gin=ks-tn L\/;g‘sl=qin[’]=
ekst-ton| ‘nail file’ (|-qin[’)=ekst| ‘finger), n/x"I=iis-tn
‘file, grindstone’ (|-us| ‘face, edge’); n/g"i¢-mn ‘wash-
b’ (V§'i¢| ‘launder’), /¢*i¢=¢e?-tn ‘laundry soap’
(sice?| “skin, clothes’); n/zis-mn ‘jail' (|Vzis|
‘restrain’), /ziis=ks-tn [Nzds-ekst-tan| ‘handcuffs’; /fcu-
min ‘equipment’ ([Ncaw| ‘do, make, work’), s/cu-tsn
‘custom, way of doing things’. They sometimes occur
together: n/g*i-min-tn ‘oven (in stove)’ (|‘Hi‘:y|
‘cook’), /¢i?-min ‘(temporary) camp’ (/giy-m ‘camp
overnight’), /gi?-min-tn ‘regular (customary) camp-
ground’, Some words seem to be frozen derivatives
with |-min|: /gatmin ‘he is old’.

6.4.2.

Deictic formatives create a closed class of demonstra-
tives. The resemblances of the words to one another
and of the stems to various other elements can hardly
be accidental, but semantic relationships are tenuous
and unsystematic; the forms are best simply listed with
their apparent relatives in table 4.

The A forms share -?¢; the final vowel is optional
except in #i’e; the first five words share a longer
sequence -é”(e). The B forms seem to be emphatic
words related to their first-column counterparts. (The
negative /té”(e) [7.5.3.] is similar in form, but quite
different in meaning and use.) Some other deictic
words also end in -e, which may be the same formative:
?éy-e ‘here’ (note also ?éy-f ‘now’), /éiy-e ‘like this,
the same way’ (see also 6.4.3.).

6.4.3.

General formatives are various and are not well under-
stood at present. A few samples are cited here. Some
suffixes are widespread but derivatives seem to have no
unifying meaning or function, and the stems are often
not otherwise identifiable: e.g., -e” in s/piin-e? ‘dead
animal found and appropriated (by scavenger)’ ([Vpin
‘find’); -i? in s/k*1-i> ‘copper’ (Lytton) (cf. |\f£‘al!
‘green’).

Other words that may include a formative are:
lgdlze”? ‘take sweatbath’, /7éyéqe” ‘outside’, s/x-3se”



Table 4. Demonstratives

A Forms B Forms Basic Stem

vé”(e) ‘this, here x”¢ ‘this, here  Ixal *particular-
(nearby): just (opposed to izing' (7.3.1.)
referred to’ another)’

né”e) ‘that n”é ‘right there' Inal ‘in, at, on’
(particular one), (13.2)

there; (established

in context) as you

already know’
wé?(e) ‘that, there

(to be established),

wherever it may be’
1€”(e) ‘main interest,

Iwal ‘to(ward)’
(7.32)

17¢ ‘about to be  ltel *oblique’ (7.2.2.)

beyond, next, last, set forth
further, other”

ké”(e) ‘which? whatever, Ikal ‘unrealized"
whichever, any; is it (7.3.1)
that...?"
c-ké?(e) (emphatic)

ci”(e) ‘that, there lc-I ‘emphatic”
(yonder); the other’ (with a few

stems)

fii”e  ‘that, there 17¢ ‘that, there’  Ital ‘established

(remote)’ (emphatic) in past’ (7.3.1.)

13ne “that (particular one)”
(established unseen)

k=iik* “not visible, spoken
of” (unseen)

‘flowering currant’, /kdze? ‘tell falsehood, lie’, /¢"iine?
‘fermented salmon roe’, /si[*s]ge? ‘uncle’ (cf. \\Eiq\
*split [pL.]"), and presumably (with vowel assimilated,
2.7., rule [13]) s/gdxa? ‘dog; horse’, /g"tixa? ‘louse’; -e
in /m3ce *fly (insect)’, s/niiye ‘beaver; money’, /K*dx"e
‘box’, /niwe ‘spouse’ (affectionate), /Aékye ‘make
lunch’ (see also 6.4.2.); -i? in s/tqi” ‘piece of wood’.
Several kin terms (8.2.) share -ze?; of these s/kix-ze?
‘mother’ seems based on /kix ‘elder sister’, s/gdc-ze?
‘father’ on /géck ‘elder brother’, s/pdp-ze? ‘grand-
father’ on /pép (vocative [7.9.] for ‘grandfather’ or
‘father’).
6.5.
Nominalizer [s-| is prefixed to a great variety of stems,
including most other full words; it precedes the stative
(5.1.1.) and qualifying (6.3.) prefixes, but possessive
prefixes precede it. It is convenient to call the deriva-
tives nominals, but they should not be confused with
nouns in a language like English; like other major
words they are predicative (3.1.4., 3.3.). Kuipers
(1968) and Kinkade (1983) discuss the absence of a
compelling noun-verb dichotomy and the status of
nominals in some other Salishan languages. Nominals
refer to actions, situations, states, entities viewed as
wholes or as facts, or as products, leftovers, or results.
They are opposed to nonnominals (without [s-|), which

denote actions and states in progress; active entities; or
situations viewed as dynamic, developmental in the
past or generally. Note the following one-word sen-
tences based on the root [\zik| ‘fall;"
/zik-1. *(A tree) fell over, has just fallen.” (Also: “He
fell over, fainted.’) (immediate, 5.1.2.)
?es/zik. ‘(A tree has been uprooted and) has fallen; is
falling.” (stative, 5.1.1.)
Izik-e-s. ‘He felled it.” (transitive, 5.2.2.)
s/zik. “Itis a log (tree that has fallen).” (nominal)
Both intransitives and transitives can be nominal-
-tn ‘soap, way to wash face' [Véw|
‘face’, |-ton| ‘way’), s/ééw=s-tn ‘water
someone has washed face with’ (‘leftover from way to
wash face’); /wik-ne ‘1 see him’, /%e xé”e Iséye-s e
s/wik-ne ‘that is the second time [ saw him’ (/?e xé”e
‘that is the one’, 6.4.2., 7.5.1.; /séye-s ‘two of them’,
with -s third-person possessive, 4.3.; e direct comple-
ment particle, 7.2.1.).

6.6.
Postterminal suffixes can be added to most intransitive
stems.

6.6.1.
Redefinition suffixes signal reinstatement of more fun-
damental meanings. |-?dy| ‘basic, ordinary, plain, real,
genuine’, as in s/mufec-?iiy ‘woman without profes-
sion’, s/xenx-?iiy ‘granite’ (‘plain rock’), /ew-am-7iiy
‘work for room and board (no pay)’, /g u(?)-?iy
‘Fraser River’ (‘basic water’), often serves to reestab-
lish the original meaning of simple words that have
been transferred in reference to recently introduced
items: s/k*i(?)-?idy ‘arrow’ (s/k*i”? ‘bullet; lead ball;
lead’).

Less productive, but somewhat similar in meaning is
|-7dtye| ‘simple, rustic, crude’: /ew-am-?iitye ‘work
with hands; simple laborer’, s/pem-iitye ‘open fire-
place’ |Vpém| ‘make fire’, s/pém ‘(cooking or camp)
fire'), /citx*-iitye ‘simple slab house’.

6.6.2.

Intensifying suffixes cover increase in scope or
extent. |-rhix| ‘definitive’ indicates completion; an
expert, extreme, or full application; the essence of
something: /**oyt-mix ‘not recovering from anesthe-
sia; sleeping late in the morning’ (/"dyr ‘sleep’),
?es/caq-mix ‘(car) is stalled (right on the road)’
(Neag| ‘put, place’), ?es/Aq u?-mix ‘(clothes) are
ready-made’ |\fisq‘u"\ ‘sew’), /qi[?]x*-min-st-mix
‘perennial bachelor’ (\‘Elay["']x‘- min|’]-t-sut-thix|
‘bachelor’).

More specialized is |-nix*| ‘persevering, surviving':
n/x"i?t-niix* ‘survive through to spring’ (n/xiyt ‘leave
winter house for warm season; spring’), /Sap-niix
‘make it through the day’ (/“dp ‘be twilight, evening’),
lyax-p-niix* ‘come back to one's senses’ (I‘G'ez&-bpf
‘become wise, sane’).




6.7.
Secondary formations are based on primary words.
Certain processes are applied to stems after stress
assignment (2.5.). In other cases affixes usually func-
tioning in primary formations are added to full primary
stems (see. 2.5.).
6.7.1.
Diminutives are freely created with the infix
|[*CV('D]| (often with specializing extension |[']
6.2.1.). The basic meaning is small size or amount but
there are many extended meanings, as commonly with
diminutives in other languages: affection, endearment,
modesty, and various specializations.
1e%6[*¢*]i?t N®*6[+co[']Iyt| ‘take a map’ (/T*dyt
‘sleep’),

s/xd[*x]i?wi |s\Nx4[*xa[']]ywi| ‘dear husband’
(s/xdywi ‘husband’),

Na?x=d[*x]ns [Nta?x=4[xa[']Ins| ‘(baby or animal)
eats’ (/a’x=dns ‘(grown person) eats’),

s-mis/mé[*m]i’x \s-msy-\/!r;lebme[']]yx\ ‘worms’
(s-mi*/méyx ‘snakes’),

s/pzid[*z]u? IS\/I)zﬁ[-z[’]]uﬂl ‘(small) bird’ (s/pzi?
‘animal’),

[R*m[si[sm]i?h]e? ‘tiny’ (/K*m[+i?m]e? ‘small’),

Jeé[s¢ k-t |Néé[+&e['1]k*-am| ‘shine a light to
attract fish to spear’ (/éék*-m ‘shine a light’),

s-nu?o/né[snJu-t |s-néw+Vné[*ne]w-t| ‘little breeze
blowing’ (s-nu”s/néw-t ‘wind blowing’ [augmen-
tative, suggesting repetition]).

Diminutives frequently occur based on augmenta-
tives (5.6.2.) without a diminutive based on the corre-
sponding simplex. Thus there are numerous defective
sets like the following: /g*fi-n=étmx ‘birchbark basket’
(/gti-n ‘birch’), g-at/gti-n=étmx ‘birchbark baskets’,
g ate/gti-n=é[*n]imx ‘small birchbark baskets’.

6.7.2.

Repetitives are based only on augmentative stems
(5.6.2.): |[e7]] (often with specializing extension |[']],
6.2.1.) is infixed directly before the consonant begin-
ning the stressed syllable. Derivatives refer to repeti-
tion of the same act or state over and over, often with
vacillation, off and on, now one way, now another, etc.:
n-waze[e?]/wdz-s-m ‘sun shows itself intermittently,
now comes from behind a cloud, now goes under a
cloud again’ (Nwiz| ‘show, appear’, |-us| ‘face, eye,
sun, fire’, |-3me| ‘middle voice’), sane[e?]/sén-t
‘(drunk person) staggers, keeps falling’ ([Vsén| fall
over’, |-t| ‘immediate’), su?s[e?]/siw-ix ‘he weaves off
and on the road’ (/siw-ix ‘he turns off the road’).

6.7.3.

Secondary inflection is especially common with the
reflexive (5.3.): n/gix=cn—n-ciit |naNqix-cin—n-t-sut|
‘he locks himself in’ (cf. n/gix=ce-s [naVqix-cin-t-es|
‘he locks it’; [V4fx| ‘secure’, [-cin| ‘mouth, aperture,
door’). Simple transitives always take |-n-t|, regardless

of the class or final consonant of the primary stem:
Iwik—n-ciit Nwik—n-t-sut| ‘she sees herself’ (cf. /wik-
c [‘f;vfk-l-es\ ‘she sees him’) (note also preceding
example). With infixes, stress is determined by the
primary form: ?es-t/w3l*l-e ‘(brush) has finally got-
ten cleared out now’ (%es-t/wsl-e |%es-taVwal-2|
‘(brush) is cleared out now’). Once created, sec-
ondary stems can be further inflected like primary
stems: n/c=ét[*at]Jk*u-s-t-x* ‘you manage to place it in
the water’ (causativization [5.2.3.] of secondary out-
of-control stem n/c=ét[*at]k*u, based on primary
derivative n/c=étk*u |naVcaetkow| ‘put in water’;
[Vea| ‘lay long obj.").

6.7.4.

Secondary lexical extension is common. A lexical suf-
fix is added to an intransitive word already derived in
the usual fashion. Meanings are usually extended or
abstract. Recent coinages in the language frequently
take this shape. /K*ax-eh-zéwt [Nk*ax*eh-=éwil| ‘(rail-
road) boxcar’, “es/éaq?=ewi-=xsn kn |"es‘/'éaq9"'
éwit-=x3n k-en| ‘I go by boat’ (|-x3n| ‘foot, leg, walk,
80’) (cf. ?es/éag?=éwt kn I have a boat’), /zus-m-=éwl
\ﬁﬁs-:‘;meﬂéwﬂl ‘police car’ (cf. /ziis-m ‘policeman’.
lit. ‘he restrains [people]’). Secondary stems can then
be further derived or inflected like primary stems:
n/x"el-ix-=éni-n-t-i-s [noVx"€l-ayx-sehih:-n-t-ey-es| ‘he
flies over us’ (n/x*él-ix ‘he flies’, |-enih| ‘ear; position
over, on top’).

7. SYNTAX

The backbone of sentence structure is the predicate, the
only o})ligatmy element of minimum clauses. In more
cqmpllcated clauses the predicate is the head element,
with modifying complements or adjuncts, or both.
Particles clarify details of relationship.

7.1

'Predicfites vary from single major words to phrases
involving several particles and certain other words.
They normally appear first in their clauses.

7.1.1.

Predicative particles include the intransitive subject
pronoun enclitics (4.1.), normally in first position after
the p{edicate in the clitic string, followed by elements
of evndfzntial, modal, or aspectual force. Table 5 gives
them in surface form (underlying forms are often
unclear), showing their relative order (see also exam-
plesin 7.1.4.).

The following sentences exemplify the order of the
predicative particles: ?es-kate/kat=xsn k= n ‘are you
barefoot?", ?es-kate/kat=xsn k= nke ‘(I) guess you are
barefoot’, ?es-kals/katexsn k* 1t Aat ‘do you already have
your shoes off?, ?es-kate/kat=xsn k* #i Aarh ‘have you
had your shoes off for some time already?’; Pes/xeds
ewit nke Aat ‘(1) guess the truck’s already unloaded’:
Imilt k- eku Au? ‘they say you’re just visiting’; /xm-3p



Table 5. Order of Predicative Particles after Predicate Head

Enclitic Nonenclitic
Intransitive Pronouns _Evidentials Modal Aspectuals Emphatic
kn, k=, etc. # ‘interrogative’ we ‘dubitative, Xt *readied, %el ‘also, Au? “persistent’
in vain’ contemporaneous’ along with*
wn, uxs, etc. nke ‘conjectural’ Jap ‘unusual’ Ko ‘completed’ wi” ‘indeed’ tu? ‘emphatic’

ek-u ‘reportive’ ske, se” ‘presumptive,
ought, should”

nuk* ‘perceptual’

(u)y ~i? ‘yet, still’  ce” ‘ameliorative’

mel “consequential’

k* nuk® ‘I can see you're lonely’; /nés k* nke we ‘1 guess
you went for no purpose’, /séw-in kn we Aat ‘1 already
inquired, but I doubt anything will come of it’; /nés kn
Aat ‘I'm ready to go; I'm on my way’, /nés k* n ot hu?
‘are you going, t00?’; /téy-t kn i? ‘I am still hungry’;
Imél-ix*-uz-e mat ‘you people had better rest’; /c?és k*
n Aam %el Au? ‘did you come along, too, already?’;
Iséw-in kn Aot wi? 1 did indeed already ask’. The
modal ske ‘presumptive’ usually takes the same posi-
tion as the evidentials, but with an indicative intransi-
tive pronoun it is replaced by se”, preceding the
pronoun; neither particle combines with evidentials:
[cu-t-é-x* ske Aam ‘you should have done it’, ?e /nés wn
ske ‘if I should go’ (e ‘if’, 7.6.2.), cus/cw-3m ske ‘they
ought to work’; /cw-3m se? k* ‘you should work’.
7.1.2.
Deictic emphasis is furnished by demonstratives
(6.4.2.), which follow any predicative particles (7.1.1.)
and close simple predicates.
2es/xed=ewit nke Aat xé%e ‘(1) guess this truck’s
already unloaded’,
2es/xeA=ewit n Aot né?e ‘is it unloaded right there?’,
Inés k* 1 Aat Au? xé?e ‘are you ready to go, too?’,
/giy-m-e 1é%¢ ‘campl/stay overnight there!”,
tax */tox"-t-e Au? wé?e ‘you’d better toe the mark!’
said to someone who has a tendency to get into
trouble (/tdx*-t ‘straight’).
Sequences of two demonstratives have been observed
(see examples in 7.3.1.).

7.1.3.

Compound predicates contain, in addition to their
major word (the predicate head), an auxiliary, which
adds some modal or aspectual notion. A few words are
limited to this function: |cd?| ‘somewhat, in limited
fashion’, |[wéAg| ‘almost’, |yadiix*| ‘just now, immediate
past’. But the most common auxiliaries are major
words adapted to this use with specialized meanings (in
following glosses auxiliary meaning follows the semi-
colon): [x*dy| ‘go; future’, [nés| ‘go toward; incipient’,
|(w)?ex| (often shortened) ‘exist, be located, reside,
stay; persistent, progressive, actual’, [A%k| ‘continua-
tive’, |na-wéf| ‘old; perfective’. They appear both
before and after the predicate head, slightly more

emphatic when after; when first, they take the pronom-
inal enclitics, and often other elements as well.
ci? k* i Aat fpe-wi?x ‘are you a little better now?’,
lc[?]ék cu? ‘it has gotten a little cooler’; .
wéke kn nfzug=étk'u ~ n/zuq=étk'u kn wéle ‘I
nearly drowned’ (|naVzig-setkaw| ‘die in
water’);
Yyéox* kn Aat /séw-tn ‘1 just now inquired’;
xiiy xe?e /tékl-m-t-i-s ‘we will get rained on’,
Xy k* i /nés “will you go?’,
Imilt-m-c-n x*iiy ‘I'm going to visit you';
nés k* n /txi ‘are you getting cold?’;
(w)?€x ki /méw-e-me ‘we are gossiping’,
It[?]ik* Au? w?ex ‘it's still smoldering’;
nwén Aat n-k*ace/k*iice wé”e ‘they’re already a good
ways downriver there’,
Icdm-t Aarh nwén ‘it’s already burned’;
Foek /pix-m ‘he kept on hunting’.
Combinations make for some delicate nuances of tense
and aspect (for special word order in the following
examples see 7.1.4.);
Aom x*up kn /x-3st ‘1 was going to go home (but
. haven’t gone yet)',
Au? xiiy kn /x3st ‘I'm going to go home (about to be
on my way)’,
Kot x*ij kn /x*3st ‘T've made up my mind to go
home’.
7.14.
Rearranged predicates have appearing before the pred-
icate head nonenclitic particles that usually follow it
(7.1.1.); they seem to differ primarily in emphasis or
style:
Ko /pe[? ]x*-min-t-m (»igrh) ‘we got tired of it’,
Korm Ipel?]x*-min-t-m Aot ~ Aot /pe[? ]x*-min-t-m
Kam *suddenly we got tired of it.’
Rearrangement permits use of two particles of the same
position class (and repetition of the same particle, as in
the first example); it also increases flexibility with aux-
iliaries (7.1.3.).
7.2,
Complements, specifying third-person entities directly
connected to predicates, are introduced by proclitic
particles distinguishi lationships to their predi




and to the general context. The heads of such comple-
ments are predicative words subordinated to their pred-
icates by position and their introductory particles
Certain entities associated with predicates are
implicit. First- and second-person entities are marked in
the predicate itself (section 4) and in context always
refer to specific persons. However, third-person entities
are often indicated only by absence of a first- or second-
person marker; in any case their reference is not fully
specified and may be unclear in the context. It is these
third-person entities that are specified by complements,
along with certain other logically related entities.
7.2.1.
Direct complements, introduced by [2|, specify the
entities implicit in predicates. With intransitives and
indefinite subjects these are subjects:
Ig*c-3c e /tmix* ‘it’s an earthquake’ [‘it.moves-
uncontrolled direct earth’],
Inik-e-t-m e n/S"ysn-s ‘he had an abdominal opera-
tion” [‘it-is-cut direct his-belly’].
With a third-person possessed form, the possessor is
specified: n/k*uk"-tan-s e /séytkn=mx ‘it is the people’s
blessing’ [‘their-blessing direct people’]. With tran-
sitives, complements specify primarily objects:
1¢dy-e-s e s/mike?-s ‘he shot his friend’ [‘he-shoots-
him direct his-friend’]. But where first- or second-per-
son objects are marked, complements specify subjects:
n/k=an-cém-s e /q*u” ‘the water poisoned me’ [‘it-
poisons-me direct water’]. (See also 7.2.3.)
7.2.2.
Oblique complements, introduced by |te|, specify logi-
cally related entities that the predicate does not mark.
This includes logical objects with simple intransitives
(/piit kn xé”e 12 /tiy ‘I've had enough tea’ [‘suffice I
nearby oblique tea’]) and with middles (/¢"y/éw-m kt 12
s-paq*/pdq ‘we’re picking Saskatoon berries’ [‘pick-
harvest-food we oblique juicy-variety-Saskatoon-
berries’]). With various predicates they can refer to
means, substances, and instruments:
1§~éé-ne ta s/ta’x=dns ‘1 filled him up with food’ [‘I-
fill-him oblique food’],
n/ty=iis-m ta /qi? ‘they’re sprinkling water over (the
baked fish)’ [‘sprinkle-surface oblique water’],
l}fal 1 kn 12 /614 ‘1 got stuck up with pitch’ [‘sticky I
oblique pitch’],
n/téw=1¢i?-1-m ta /sip ‘he’s getting an enema’ [‘he-
is-washed-inside oblique soap’],
n/gretzewit ta s/cak-min ‘the (railroad) car is full of
wood-chips’ [‘full-conveyance oblique wood-
chips’].
They can specify the reference of incorporated lexical
suffixes: /pu[ep]n=éwt ta s/taq?=éwt *he found a boat’
[*he-finds-conveyance oblique boat’].
For indefinite-subject forms, agents with third-
person patients are handled in this way: /gdy-e-t-m ta

s/mik*e?-s ‘he was shot by his friend” [‘he-is-shot
oblique his-friend’]. However, with other indefinite-
subject forms no agent can be specified (4.2.2.): /tékt-
m-t-i-t ‘we got rained on’, /kan-céy-me ‘someone
helped me’.

1:2.3.

Complements with indirectives (5.2.4.) differentiate
formally between interested entity (direct complement)
and effective goal of the action (oblique): /7i-t-éne he
n/sinci”? ‘1 gave it to my brother’, /n-t-éne ta /g i” ‘1
gave him some water'; /ne-1-éne ta s/k*ést ‘1 named
him, gave him a name’ [‘I-name-him oblique name’];
Iqri?-x-cm-e 12 n-s/yig-m ‘water my garden for me!”
[‘water-for-me oblique my-garden’]; Imd¢-x-cm-s ta
n-s/zélt ‘she broke my dish on me’ [‘she-breaks-for-me
oblique my-dish’].

7.24.

Multiple complements are quite common, combining
the various uses outlined above. Direct complements
generally precede oblique, but either order is accept-
able; clause-final position lends slight emphasis. /fa”y=
dns e n/cé[+ce]” ta s/¢"iy-t ‘my younger sister ate some
berries” [‘she-eats direct my-younger-sister oblique
fruit’], n/me[? |n=iis-m ta s/q"iiy*i” e s/k*dk"es ‘a cloud
covered the sun’ [‘it-gets-eye-shaded oblique uncon-
trolled-clouding direct sun’].

Sentences with both subject and object specified as
complements to a single transitive predicate are occa-
sionally used. The order with the subject specifier first
is preferable, although the object specifier can also
come first; subject and object are thus recognized by
context rather than by formal means: /né-x-c e /Ai’-
s/qdyx" e s/k~3ze?-s ta s/k*i(?)-?iiy (Spuzzum) ‘the man
gave his son a bow and arrow’ [‘he-gives-to-him direct
person direct his-offspring oblique (bow-and-)arrow’]:
compare, with the same gloss, /néx-c e s/k*3ze”-s e
/Ai?-s/qdyx* ta s/k"i(?)-?iy (Spuzzum). More com-
monly, the subject is understood in the context (either
specified in a preceding sentence or simply clear in the
situation) and the transitive sentence specifies only the
object. Occasionally the transitive subject or object is
specified in an adjunct (7.3.). In a few cases a transitive
subject appears as an emphatic complement (7.2.6.).
7:25.

More complex uses of complements reveal various
hierarchical relationships and serve to point up the fact
that complements have underlying predicates as heads.
In /piit e s/n-t-éne ta s/ta”x=dns ‘1 gave him enough to
eat’ [‘suffice direct what-I-give-him oblique food’}, the
intransitive predicate /pur has a direct complement
specifying its subject (‘what I give him’) and an
oblique complement (‘as food, in the way of food"):
s/n-1-éne is a nominalized transitive (6.5.). /ye-min-ne
12 s-n/i”h=élus-c ‘1 like him because he's good-natured’




|'1-good-relational-to-him oblique his-being-good-
natured’] has an oblique complement specifying a rea-
son; it has the underlying predicate n/i?h=élus ‘he is
good-natured’.

7.2.6.

Emphatic complements are transposed to the position
directly before the predicate; the introductory particle
1s dropped. Such sentences are not common. Most often
the transposed complement is a subject: n/c3[ece]?
Na”x=dns ta s/g*iy-t ‘my younger sister ate some
berries” [‘my-younger-sister she-eats oblique fruit’]’
14i%-s/qdyx" /né-x-c e s/k*ze?-s ta s/k*i(?)-?iy
(Spuzzum) ‘the man gave his son a bow and arrow’
['person he-gives-to-him direct his-offspring oblique
(bow-and-) arrow’].

7.3

Adjuncts are other predicate modifiers. They either
refer to implied predicate references in more special
(largely unpredictable) ways or introduce details
beyond those suggested by the predicate forms.

7.3.1

Simple adjuncts specify referents related to the predi-
cate and indicate their temporal or aspectual relation to
it. They are introduced by proclitic specializing parti-
cles. Generally the grammatical relationships involved
are recognized contextually.

[ta| ‘established in past’ (entities or situations no
longer in evidence or absent from immediate situation):
Ipi?-p-s-t-éne t n/gwis=qn ‘I lost my axe (and haven’t
found it)’ [‘I-lose-it established-past my-axe'] (cf. /pi?-
p-s-t-éne he n/gwis-qn ‘I lost my axe (but later found it
again)’, with direct complement); /%e s/yém-e-t-m eku
1 gat*/gatmin ‘the old people (in the story) welcomed
him, they say’ [‘introductory he-is-welcomed reportive
established-past they-are-old’].

|ka| ‘unrealized’ (to be established in future;
unknown, unreal, or contrary to fact; sometimes indef-
inite): /K[*i?Ke?]t k s-n/*t6g*-s ‘it’s close to boiling’
[*near unrealized its-boiling’] (cf. /K[*i[*ki]?ke?]t e
s/x-esit-kt ‘let’s just have a little walk’ [‘near-diminu-
tive direct our-walking’]; /?3sxe-s-cm-s k s/té? us nke
‘something or other made me sneeze’ [‘it-makes-me-
sneeze unrealized what? conjunctive conjectural’]
(adjunct is itself a conjunctive predicate, 7.6.1.); ta*/té?
k ?es/té?-s ‘they didn’t have anything’ [‘there-is-not
unrealized their-having-what?’]; /ciik™ us k e?-s/?iA-m
‘don’t sing!’ [‘finish conjunctive unrealized your-
singing’].

|tak| ‘descriptive’ introduces adjuncts particularizing
the entities being described or identified by their pred-
icates: /yé k* tak /ji’-s/qa’yx‘ (Spuzzum) ‘you are a
good person’ [‘good you descriptive person’], IAix-et
xe? t€? tak /épé ‘it’s a different basket’ [‘different
nearby particular descriptive basket’], gaf~/gatmi-n
ek*u né’e tak sav/séye /w?éx ‘there were two very old

people there, they say’ [‘they-are(-very)-old reportive
established-in-context descriptive two-people be’].

|pet| ‘inherent’ introduces adjuncts particularizing
entities related to their predicates in terms of origin,
purpose, or proper function: ¢/e xé? 1 n-s/kix-ze? pat
s/k=ix~ ‘this basket was made by my mother’ [‘it-is
(-emphatic) nearby established-past my-mother inher-
ent product-of-basket-weaving’], /séme? xé? pat
pale/pifep]lax-m ‘this is White people’s news’ [‘White-
person nearby inherent giving-news (-diminutive-
augmentative)'].

lot| “collective’ identifies with special emphasis a
group of entities or unit expected to be together; it is
very rare: /k*én-t-m ek'u xe’e I at /kix-s ‘her older
sisters took hold of her’ [‘they-grasp-her reportive
nearby blished-past collective her-older-sister’];
Aot n/tém-ix ek'u xe’e 1 s/em-é[sm]i’t t al
/g i[*q*]A*q*aA-t ‘right away the children came in,
those Smiling Ones (mythical four bear brothers who
were transformers)’ [‘contemporaneous they-enter
reportive nearby blished-past children blished
past collective smile-diminutive-characteristic-imme-
diate’].

Occasionally a specializing particle combines with a
complement particle. [ka| follows [2| or |te]: /x=?-it té?e
he k n-s-zi?*/zd[*z]i?-tm ‘I do lots of little things here
and there’ [‘many particular direct unrealized my-little-
activities(-diminuti ative)']; n/tém=sip
cm-e ta k /siiyp-m ‘bring me in some wood!" [‘put-in-
wood-for-me! oblique unrealized firewood'], /ta”?x=dns
kn ek*u ta k s/g~iy-t ‘they tell me I ate some kind of
berries [I don’t remember]’ [‘eat I reportive oblique
unrealized fruit’]. (|tok| ‘descriptive’ probably devel-
oped from this latter combination, but is now used in
circumstances where the functions of |te| and |ka| do not
fit.) [to| also follows |te| (rarely), but precedes [¢]:
/7ug*e?-nwé-x-cm-s t I n/tiy ‘she drank my tea’ [‘she-
drinks-it-on-me(-out-of-control) oblique established-
past my-tea'}; s/wét k /?ipi-t-m us t e s/g*{y-t ‘who ate
those berries?” [‘who unrealized it-is-eaten-up con-
junctive established-past direct fruit’] (first subordi-
nated predicate is conjunctive, 7.6.1.).

[xa| ‘particularizing’ is relatively uncommon for
some speakers, and it is elusive in meaning and func-
tion. It lends to predications an obscure kind of empha-
sis: ¢/e xé%e he /q*az-1-és e x /§d[+*¢]y-m ‘this [bow and
arrow] is what's used for hunting’ [‘it-is(-emphatic)
nearby direct they-use-it direct particularizing they-
hunt(-diminutive)'). It can follow either |ka| or |tal:
12°/18? ka x s/wik-1-m ‘we never saw him’ [‘there-is-not

lized co-refi ial we-see-him’] (negative predi-
cate reinforced to ‘never'), /tag-t-és nke xe? te” ka x
/zim-t ‘a menstruating woman must have touched it’
[*she-touches-it conjectural nearby particular unreal-
ized particularizing shi uates’] (an unf¢
violation of taboo), &/e xé%e t ax e?-n/kat/qldg ‘that’s




the fellow you used to quarrel with’ [‘it-is(-emphatic)
nearby established-past particularizing your-co-quar-
reler’].

Simple adjuncts with |ta| also cover temporal and
instrumental notions: /wik-t-m e s/pé’ec t s-n/wén*wn
‘we saw a bear this morning’ [‘we-see-it direct black-
bear established-past morning’], /po©*-1-és ek'u n t e
s/?itx~ 1 /uitkist-s ‘he pounded on the inside with his
stone hammer’ [‘he-pounds-it reportive at established-
past direct the-inside t his-stone-h:
mer’] (for prepositional phrase see 7.3.2.).

7.3.2.

Prepositional phrases are adjuncts introduced by pre-
positions, proclitics followed by either [¢| ‘direct’
(7.2.1.) or a specializing particle (7.3.1.) or both. They
cover primarily locational and directional notions. The
most important prepositions are |na| ‘at, to, in(to),
on(to), with’ (precise location or direction), [wa| ‘to,
toward’ (direction or general location), [taw| ‘from’
(vantage point), and |taw| ‘from’ (origin), the last two
apparently etymologically related. They also often
appear with simply a demonstrative (6.4.2.).

Ixziim n i e s/7itx, /K*mei?me” tu t e /?éyéqe? he
n/k=én-tn-s ‘(the house) is big inside, (but) looks small
from outside’ [‘big at established-past direct inside,
small from established-past direct outside direct its-
way-of-looking’].

1?e /mi?-t k* tu? xé?e ‘you’ll get infected from that
fellow’ [‘future get-infected you origin nearby’].

Iw?éx k* u ci’e w I /catx*-=ut-=liymx* ‘you’ve been
over there in Okanagan country’ [‘stay you toward
yonder toward established-past Okanagan-land’];

Iw?éx kn n ?éye ‘I'm here’ [‘stay I at here’].

Tkat-t-é-t-e tu? k /¢pé ‘take it out of some basket or
other!” [‘detach-it! origin unrealized basket’].

7.3.3. ADVERBS

In addition to full predicative words and phrases used
as adjuncts, there are a few single words that appear
only in this capacity. Two common adverbs are x*iyce?
‘again’ and ca-s-7éy-1 ‘now’: ta*/té” k s/pu’/?-zj-m»s tu?
xe?e xviyce”? ‘once again he couldn’t get out of it’
[ ‘there-is-not unrealized his»managingdo}go»out origin
nearby again’]; /néx~-m tak /¢16x* tak /siAqt ca-s-7€éy-t
‘it’s a really hot day today’ [‘exceed descriptive hot
descriptive day now’].

7.3.4.

Order of adjuncts and complements is flexible, allow-
ing for placing an element in mildly emphatic final
position (see also 7.2.4., 7.2.6.): /x?-i[*? ]t tak s/miyc e
s/gd[+¢]i?-s ‘(they) got a good many deer (when they
went) hunting’ [‘many(-diminutive) descriptive deer-
as-game direct their-product-of-shooting']; cf. (with
same gloss) /x*?-i[*? ]t e s/4d[*q]i?-s tak s/miyc.

7.4.

Attributive phrases have a head with a preceding mod-
ifier. They are used in place of single words acting as
heads of predicates, adjuncts, or complements.

Descriptive phrases of this type are derived without
formal change from predications with adjuncts intro-
duced b}' [tak| ‘descriptive’ or |pat| ‘inherent’ (7.3.1.):
e tak /Au?-s/qdyx ‘a good person’ (based on the pred-
ication meaning ‘good is the person’), s/¢6¢” tak s/tag?=
éwl ‘a paper boat’ (based on the predication meaning
‘(of) paper is the boat’), /cu-t-és e JAsx-t 12k /mice
‘honey bee’ [‘it-makes-it direct sweet descriptive sting-
ing-hymenopter’] (based on the predication meaning
‘the bee that mz\kesv honey” or, more literally, ‘it makes
sweet that bee’); s/Aule? pat /Aémn ‘deer hair’ (based on
the predication meaning ‘from the deer is the hair’),
s/qdyx* pat /qemiit ‘man’s hat’ (based on the predicate
meaning ‘for a man is the hat’), s/éaq?-éwt-?iy pat
s/¢aq?=ékst ‘canoe paddle’ (based on the predicate
meaning ‘for the aboriginal canoe is the paddle’).

The construction with [tak| is very common, and in
many cases an underlying predication is unlikely:
Inéx'm tak /yé “it’s very good’ [‘exceed descriptive
good’], /péye? tak /siA=4t ‘one day’ [‘one descriptive
day’].

A simpler (and far less common) type is not marked
in any overt way: s/k*3ze’-s s/milec ‘his daughter’
[*his-offspring woman’].

7.5. LIMITED PREDICATIVES

There are a number of common words that appear in
predicate head position but form predications primarily
with other words.

7.5.1.

Introductory predicatives create predicates with
demonstratives (6.4.2.), various adjuncts (7.3.), and
nominals (6.5.): |V%¢| ‘there is, it is (that)..., that is..."
has an emphatic counterpart ¢/¢ (derived with this spe-
cial result with |c-| ‘emphatic’).

17¢ Au? xe?sxé?e k s/q*c-iyxs ‘they’ll soon be gone’
[‘there-is persistent nearby(-augmentative) un-
realized their-moving’];

¢/e 1i xé%¢ k e?-n/tiy-tn ‘is that your teapot?' [‘it-is
(-emphatic) interrogative nearby unrealized your-
way-for-tea’];

/7€ tu? xé”e s/piiA-m-s ‘it was out of there (where he
just was) that he went’ [‘it-is origin nearby his-
going-out’];

/7€ s/u?éx-s ‘that’s where he was’.

7.5.2.

Interrogative-indefinites appear as predicates in ques-
tions. For example, |ke?(¢)| ‘which?, is it (that..?)’,
with its emphatic counterpart [c-ke”()| (6.4.2.), |sVté?|
‘what?", IS‘%\’é!i ‘who?', and [V?kén-3me| ‘what’s the
matter?; why?’




ké?e k e?-s/xmiy /nés? ‘will you go?' [‘is-it-that?
unrealized your-going depart’].

c-ké?e k s/x"iiy-ep /q"c-iyx ‘are you people about to
leave?’ [‘is-it-that(-emphatic)? unrealized you-peo-
ple’s-going move’'].

s/te? k e”-s/ciiw ‘what are you doing?’ [‘what? un-
realized your-doing’].

s/wét us nke xé”e pat /épé ‘(1) wonder whose basket
this can be’ [‘who? conjunctive conjectural nearby
inherent basket'].

/kén-m kn ‘what did I do wrong?'.

Ikén-m k* Au” /eu?-t-éx~ ‘why did you hit him?’
['why? you persistent you-punch-him’].

s/té? compounds with a restricted element /pi®-
‘time when’ to give /pi?-s/té” ‘when?': Ipi?-s/té? e
x'uy up /c?és ‘when will you people come?" [‘when?
direct go you-people-conjunctive come’].

The indefinite meaning of these words emerges in
combination with negatives (7.5.3.) and a few other
words (e.g., /ték-m ‘all’ in 7.5.4.).

1.53.

Negatives are |\/?e’7\ ‘there is not’ (forceful), its affec-
tive (6.2.3.) derivative \le-‘ﬂé”l (more common), and
Vtem| ‘lack’.

The first two are usually followed by a nominalized
adjunct introduced by |ka| ‘unrealized’ (7.3.1.); transi-
tives remain unchanged, but intransitives are converted
to possessive inflection (4.3.): ta/té? k s/cu-t-éne ‘1
didn’t do it’ (/cu-1-éne ‘1did it’), ta*/té? k n-s/tdxi ‘I'm
not cold’ [‘there-is-not unrealized my-being-cold’]
(/tdxi kn ‘U'm cold’), ta*/té? k n-s-?es/xdywi ‘1 (woman)
am not married’ (?es/xdywi kn, lit. ‘I have a husband’).
There is also a less common construction converting
intransitives to conjunctive (3.2.) in an adjunct intro-
duced by |tak|: ta*/té? tak /xiy-m wn ‘1 can’t do anything
about it’ (/xiy-m kn ‘I'm acting (in a particular way) for
a reason/purpose’). Longer negative sentences typi-
cally show the same sort of continuing strings of
adjuncts; transitives serving as adjuncts are sometimes
possessed: tas/té? xe’e k e?-s/wik-t-x* tak /séytkn=mx
“es/citx” wé?e ‘you can’t see the people that own those
houses there’ [‘there-is-not nearby unrealized your-
what-you-see descriptive people direct they-have-
house(s) particular-context’]. These negatives appear
with a suffix -e as single-word negative replies: /té”¢ or
ta*/té%e ‘no!’

[Ntem| is less common; it also can take possessed
adjuncts introduced by |ka|: /tém ek u 1é? k e s/té?-s e
/séytkn=mx ‘they say the people didn’t have anything’
[‘lack reportive particular unrealized their-having-
what? direct people’] (note semantic effect on s/té”
‘what?’). In the conjunctive it yields a negative imper-
ative (prohibitive): /tém us te?e k e?-s-?es/kat=xan
‘don’t go barefoot!" [‘lack conjunctive particular un-
realized your-being-detached(-of)-foot’]. A common

formula_involves |Viem| nominalized in construction
with [sVI€?] ‘what?': s/tém e s/te? k s-Kus/kw-ét-ne ‘1
won’t step on it’ [‘lack direct what? unrealized what-
I-step-on’]. It also has causative inflection (5.2.3.)
(/tam-s-1-és *he doesn't believe it’) and forms deriva-
tives with certain lexical suffixes: /tam=étus ‘there’s a
shortage of fish’, /tam=¢é1¢i? ‘there’s no game (no car-
casses at all)’, /tam=étzi”x ‘there are no berry bushes’,
/tam=étq ‘there are no berries (on the bushes)’, n/tam=
3ltn ‘there are no berries in the basket’, /tam=iiymx* ‘it’s
a lonely place’.

The root NEﬁk" ‘finish’ with the conjunctive pro-
vides negative imperatives. What is prohibited appears
as an adjunct treated like those after (2¢)/té” and /tém:
Jciik® us k s/Kit-ix-m-cm-x* ‘don’t come near me!” [*fin-
ish conjunctive unrealized you-approach-me’], /cik” us
k e?-s-yu?s/yu?s=x3n ‘don’t trip!’ [*...your-trip-foot’].
7.5.4.

Intensifiers are very common but do not form indepen-
dent predicates by themselves.

Inéx*-m ‘exceed’ takes an adjunct introduced by |tak|
(7.3.1.): Inéx*-m tak /¢ag-t-min-t-wdx~ ‘they hit each
other hard head on’ [‘exceed descriptive strike-against-
each-other’]. Such phrases then often serve as predi-
cates for longer clauses: /néx*-m tak /élox~ 1ok /sdrét
ca-s-?éy-1 ‘it’s a very hot day today’ [‘exceed descrip-
tive hot descriptive day now’]. The simple stem /néx~
‘excessive’ is less frequent; it takes a direct com-
plement that is nominalized and possessed: /néx* e
s/néxeax-s ‘it's a big (dangerous) wave’ [‘excessive
direct its-uncontrolled-billowing'].

/tékm *all’ participates in varied constructions: /tékm
tok /md=xe-tn ‘every month’ [‘all descriptive moon’],
Itékm te? e s/té?-s e q"ac*/q"c-iyx us tak s/ki”?[*ki? ]x pat
/cu-min ‘everything runs by electricity’ [all particular
direct its-what? direct they-move conjunctive descrip-
tive thunder inherent means»of—dqing‘] (note semantic
effect with s/té? ‘what?"), /nés Aam /tékm ut ‘we all
went’ [‘depart completed all we-conjunctive’].

75.5.

Numbers (system in 8.) also belong in this category;
Itam-t/pé[sp]ye? tak /séytkn=mx n ?éy-e ‘there are nine
people here’ [‘nine-persons descriptive people at
here’], /g*in-ciit kn u?ex /pé[*p]ye” wn ‘I'm talking to
myself’ [‘talk I actual one-person I-conjunctive’].

7.6. CLAUSE PATTERNS

Each predicate with its satellite complements and
adjuncts constitutes a clause. Since the major words
that serve as heads of complements and adjuncts are
themselves fundamentally predicative, these satellite
elements actually contain subordinated predicates.
However, it is useful to distinguish these simpler struc-
tures from more complex ones in which longer
sequences are subordinated.



7.6.1. SUBORDINATING PATTERNS

Complements and adjuncts are subordinated to their
predicates. Sometimes the subordination is marked
only by the introductory particle: s/pé”ec e /wik-ne ‘it
was a bear I saw’ [‘black-bear direct I-see-it’]. More
often the first predicative element of a complement or
adjunct is nominalized: /yé te s/nik-e-s ‘i's a good
thing that he cut (the undergrowth back)' [‘good
oblique what-he-cuts’]. /wik-ne t s-n/wénewn ‘I saw
him this morning’ [‘I-see-him established-past morn-
ing']. Some longer complements and adjuncts are
themselves clauses of this sort: /piit e s/n-t-éne ta
s/ta’x=dns ‘I gave him enough to eat’ [‘suffice direct
what-I-give-him oblique food’] (subordinated clause is
In-t-éne ta s/ta’x=dns ‘1 gave him food’ with the head
word nominalized; s/fa”y=dns is nominalized from
/ta”x=dns ‘eat’). (Note also examples in 7.5.2.)

Possessed (4.3.) satellites are also common: ?es-
t/k"5s-€ he n-s/A?ék ‘just before dark I managed to get
home’ [‘suddenly-getting-dark direct my-arriving’],
n/xa[? Jk=iiymx* e n-s/kén=lq ‘my garden is getting
dry’ [‘becomes-dry-earth direct my-watching-things-
to-harvest'].

Other complements and adjuncts are marked by the
conjunctive, which implies a closer relationship to the
predicate: /séw-e-cm-s e wn /?inu-t ‘he asked me what I
said’ [*he-asks-me direct I-conjunctive say-what?’], n/ks=
énk k= 1 /wik-c-n us ‘when I saw you, you were cranky’
[“angry you established-past I-see-you conjunctive’].

On the other hand, nominalized and possessed ele-
ments are not limited to satellite phrases: s/né-x-t-m tu?
e s/k-i[*k"]pi®>-s ‘it was given to him by his chief
[“‘product-of-being-handed-to-him origin direct his-
chief’], n-s/pii[*p]n xe?e tak s/tag?=éwt ‘1 found that
boat’ [‘my-finding(-diminutive) nearby descriptive
boat’].

7.6.2.
Clause particles introduce many clauses. Some of these
require a particular type of structure.

|wed| ‘that’s why': téye, /x'm-3p k* nke wak uex k*
te”e /xiy-m ‘say, you must be lonely, that’s why you're
acting that way’ [‘say!, get-lonely you conjectural
that’s-why actual you particular act-for-a-reason’].

|%¢| ‘advance notice, future; if, perhaps’: ”e /wik-cn
tak s/pi?h=éwt ‘I'll see you tomorrow’ [ ‘future I-see-
you descriptive one-day-removed'], ?e /tékt Au? /2e
k s/tém e s/té? k n-s/nés ‘if it rains, I won’t go at all’
[“future rain so it-is unrealized lacking direct what?
unrealized my-going’], ?e /x"0x"-1-rh-n-x" us Au? 17e
k s/pilex-cm-x* ‘if you like it, tell me’ [‘future you-
like-it conjunctive so it-is unrealized what-you-tell-
me’].

|?ey-1| (|”iY| Spuzzum) 'before; (and) then' requi

with him, and (then) they wept, those old people’ [ ‘then
they-grasp-him-by-the-hand conjunctive, then they-
weep conjunctive established-past they-are-old’]. 7if
Jcun-t-iyxs us /hiimet ca-s-?¢éy-t ‘and then they said to
him “Goodbye, now™ [‘then they-say-to-him conjunc-
tive goodbye now’].

[u?| ‘until; so (that)’ is probably [Au?| ‘persistent’
(7.1.1.) extended to clause particle function; transi-
tional usage is seen in clauses like /€alx"-e-1-és Ju?
/cq-3p ‘(the trains) disturbed us with their noise all
night’ [‘make-noise-on-us until daybreak’]. It intro-
duces a result or later circumstance, and it may be fol-
lowed directly by a predicate: Au? fkic-x u t e
/mdf=xe-tn ‘until he reached the moon’ [‘until arrive-at
destination toward established-past direct moon’]. It is
extremely common with predicates constructed with ¢
‘itis’ (7.5.1.) (combination pronounced Aure,2.7., rule
[25], but here written Au” /?¢ for clarity) and a nomi-
nalized, often possessed, element. g*i >/g"iip Au? /¢ n-
s/tém e s/te? k s/wik-ne he n-s-Gas/gnix*e¢k ‘(when)
it’s cloudy, then I don’t see my shadow at all’ [‘cloudy
so it-is my-lacking direct what? unrealized what-I-see
direct my-shadow’]. /piA-m tu? xé?e Au? /?e siwik-c e
JK*msi[sm]i?he? ta s/?istk-n Au? /?e s/kic-e-s ‘when he
got out of there, he saw a tiny little winter-house and
went over to it’ [‘he-goes-out origin nearby so it-is
what-h direct small(-diminutive) oblique winter-
house so it-is what-he-visits’].

Such clauses often begin sentences; the meaning is
‘so then, next, and so, and then...": Au? /% tu? xé”e he
s/piid-m Au? /e s/kic-e-s t /péye? I /citx* ‘so then he
we_m out of there and went to another house’ [*so it-is
origin nearby direct going-out so it-is what-he-visits
established-past one(-other) established-past house'].
7.7. COORDINATION
The _parllicle ?et *and, but’ (presumably the same as the
predicative particle, 7.1.1.) operates at both phrase and
clause level joining similar elements: Iséye et /séy
/%€ s/miis-c ‘two and two are four’ [‘two and two, it-is
its-being-four’], si?s/séyesi? et ?e*?e/?iiy-m ‘they’re
playing and laughing’, ?es-gode/gid=se? e s/ix-t ?et
/i?h=iise? e s/?ix"f ‘some berries are scarred but some
are very good’ [‘there-are-scarred-berries direct some
and good-berries direct some’].

The opposition of subordination and coordination is
less sharply drawn in Thompson than, for example, in
English. Actually, independent clauses of the types rec-
ognized in 7.6. could be considered coordinate with
other clauses when they are juxtaposed in the same sen-
tence, although in many cases English translations sug-
gest a dependent status.

7.8.

q

the conjunctive wherever it appears. ”il /k"en=ks-e-t-
fyxs us, ?it /K~(g-t us t qale/qat-min ‘they shook hands

are bounded by terminal intona-
tions (2.3.) or silence. The major sentence contains a
clause or a series of clauses. Most examples given in



the discussion on syntax above (7. et seq.) are major
sentences, but intonation punctuation has been omitted
for simpler serial presentation. Minor sentences are of
two types—fragments and expletives (7.9.). Fragments
are simply portions of clauses left incomplete because
the context is adequate for understanding: n f e /K*dx*e
‘in the box’ (e.g., in answer to a query about the
location of an object), ¢ n-s/kix-ze? ‘my mother’ (e.g.,
affirming who made a particular basket).

Major sentences are extremely varied. Because of
the many possibilities for combination of clause ele-
ments a rigorous classification of types remains to be
accomplished.

7.9.

Expletives are words occurring independently as the
whole of minor sentences; they also appear as parts of
longer sentences but are not integrated into the struc-
ture. Among these are the affirmation 7/ ‘yes’
(Spuzzum), ?éy (Lytton); exclamations like ?u (antici-
pation), téy(e) (calling attention), x"st, x*st, x"st
(expression of affection, used by old people); and a rich
system of sound-imitative expressions, like ¢4t (sound
of hot toasted dried salmon dipped in cool liquid),
caxcaxdy (chuffing of steam locomotive), satdy, satdx,
satdy (noise made by stiff cloth of woman’s skirt
rubbing as she walks).

Vocatives also belong here. They are common at the
beginning or end of longer sentences, and also on
occasion are inserted between regular sentence ele-
ments, usually set off from the rest of the utterance by
nonterminal intonation (2.3.). Various words inflected
for first-person possessive (4.3.) are used as vocatives:
#/kzé (addressing unrelated older woman) [‘my-grand-
mother’], n-s/pdp-ze? (for unrelated older man) [‘my-
srandfather’]; but these two are not used to address real
grandparents, for which there are special vocative
forms: /yéy ‘grandma!’, /pép (for grandfather or
father). Many special vocatives are related to corre-
sponding nonvocative words: /sin (for younger brother;
regular /sinci?), /césc (for younger sister; /c3[*ce]?),
Ikik (for mother; s/kix-ze?), /k+iy (for aunt; s/k*6z). A
number of nominals (6.5.) have vocatives without s-:
Inike? ‘friend!” (s/niik*e?), /m?-ém ‘wife!” (s/m?-ém).

8. SELECTED VOCABULARY

Underlying forms are given in some confusing cases,
regularly for lexical suffixes. Transitives are in 3sbj.-
3obj.form. Words having inherent plural reference are
marked (pl.). Occasionally literal glosses are supplied
within quotation marks. For pronouns, see 4.; for
demonstratives, see 6.4.2.

above, high (n)/wis-t
afraid, fear /pdq u?
afraid, fear /pdg u?-s-c (frighten)

SKETCH OF THOMPSON, A SALISHAN LANGUAGE

alive, live  /wméx

all  /tékm

and el

and then... ?if
animal, large bird  s/pzii?
arm (lower), hand [-ekst| (6.3.1.), /kéyx
arm (upper), shoulder |-exan|, s/¢"m=dxn
arrow  s/k"i(?)-?idy (cf. bow and arrow)
ashes  n/siyp-tn

at,in,on n(7.3.2)

aunt, great-aunt  s/k*6z

autumn /iwéyst

back [-iken|, n/km=ikn (lengthwise)
back n/téwt (laterally)

bad /K3s-t

bad /K3s-t ~ Ik3s-t (evil; ill-tempered)
bank, edge of river s/kKam=cin

bark of tree /pe?yén (rough, heavy)
bark of tree s-x*aze/x*5z (fine, prickly)
bark, inner red cedar /sisek*

basket, looseweave |-etomx|, /épé (general)
basket, water-carrying  s/gwdget

basket, large berry s/péneq

basket, small picking /nwém-tn

beach s-ga*/gape?=cin (sandy)

beach /Aéx*-t (gravel)

belly |-ene(?)k|, n/**y3n (inside)

belly n/pt=énk-tn (abdomen, entrails)
below n/}p-ér':k (under)

below ?es/lss (low, from above)

berry, fruit |-use?|, s/g*iy-t (general)

berry s/kenix*  (blackberry)

berry /mdcak* (blackcap)

berry s/cdg*-m (serviceberry, saskatoon berry)
berry s-page/pdq (serviceberry: juicy variety)
berry s/i?h=iise? (serviceberry: dry variety)
berry s/x“is-m (soapberry)

berry s/t3k-m  (thimbleberry)

big /xziim

bird s/pzi[*zu]? (small)

bird See animal

bite /qal-t-és

black ?es/tapetap-t

blanket /si¢m



blanket made of mountain goat hair s/nd”’z
bleed /c[?]i¢*

blood /petsle?

blow /sy-am (of shaman)

blow /néw-t (of wind)

blow /pix*-m (with mouth)

bone, small  s/¢ém

bone, large §*a*/4*i’t

bow and arrow  /ck*=inek- iy

breast, milk s/g?ém (cf. suck)
breath /sip

breathe /sip-m

brother See sibling

brother-in-law  See in-law

burn  /*i(y-e)-t-és (set fire, burn up)
burn /k*as-t-és (singe)

burn /cam-t-és (burn black)

burn  /pd€-t (flesh burns)

canoe |-éwil, s/¢aq?=éwt

cedar (tree) /k*dt=1p

child s/k"i[*k"Jm=i?t (youngster)
child (son, daughter) s/k*3ze”
children s/cm=éyt (pl.)

claw (animal’s) s/kiye?=gin=xn
clothing |elqs|, |[-ice?| (wrapping)
clothing /x*e[?]p-it (thing made of cloth)
cloud s/griyei?

cold /é3t-t (weather)

cold /tdxi (feel cold)

come /c?és

come /A%ék (arrive)

cook /4"y-am

cook n/cu=cin--n-cit (do the cooking)
cooking pit, earth oven n/gas=tsm-tn
count /xzén-m (cf. big)

cousin See sibling

coyote s-n/kyép

cradle basket n/g*ti=y(t)-tn

cradle basket, with baby in it /g*t=it-=éyt
cry, weep wee/wiyx

cry, weep /k*ig-t  (pl.)

cut  /Kal-t-és, /nik-e-s

cut /Kil-e-s (pl.)

cut in pieces /éiw-e-s

cut /Katx*-e-t-és  (sever)

dance /§"i?-ciit

daughter  See child

daughter-in-law or nephew’s wife /sépn
day [|esdt], /sid=gt

deer  s/hiile?

deer (as game; meat) s/miyc

die /z6q* Nazig|

die /x“dy-t (pl.)

different /Aix-et

dig (a hole) (n)/cig-m

dig (cedar roots) /kdw-e-me

dig (roots for food) /km-3m

dig up /jq-ém

ditty  Kods/kéA-t

dive n/kem-iiy=qn-me

dog s/qdxa?; usually diminutive s/qd[*q]xa’
dog /Iéé=iqn (wool-bearing dog)

downstream  n/k"ice  (direction; cf. /k*iice ‘go down

toward water; toward fire in house’)
downstream /wiig*al (by water)
downstream /wtémtk (location)
drink /?ige?, /7iig e?-s (transitive)
dry /Kéx-t
dry ?es/xam (dehydrated)
dry /sdm-t (dripped dry, drained)
dry n/s¢-3p (evaporated)
dull (of blade edge) n-mak~+/mak=iis
dust  s/pyiik*
ear |-edihl, /Aéni
earth, ground  |-uyarhx*|, /tmix*

eat /fta’y=dns, /?ipi-s, N—’ﬁpay:-t-es[ (transitive)

egg (of bird) ?es/?=iise?
elk  s/txé¢

eye |mus| ‘eye, face, fire, sun’ (6.3.1.), n/K*A=is-m

face |sus|, s/k*A=is

fall  /kis

fall /zik-t (pl.)

fall (from standing position) /zik-t
fall (into water) n/k~éw-t

fall (suddenly) /sén-t

far  ka/kéw

fat  s/gric  (animal fat)

fat  s/Aigesk~ye (fish oil)



fat /g 1ét (grease)

father s/qdc-ze”?

father-in-law or spouse’s uncle s/hi?hi?
feather s/Aif*AJu?

feather /Aémn ‘feathers, fur’

few ta*/té? k s/x*?-it (not many)

fight /}aq'-e-r-wa‘x" (beat one another)
fire (controlled) |-us|, s/pém(-s)

fire (uncontrolled) s/*y-3p

fish |-etows|, s/wéwt (other than salmon; cf. salmon)
float /k éw-t

float /p[?]ék* (come to surface)

flow /ziy-t (running)

flow /Ix*-3p (fast)

flow /k*3¢ (pouring)

flower, blossom  s/pdg-m

fly(ing) n/x-él-ix

fog s/jni}i-l

food |=citn| (cf. eat)

foot See leg

forest, woods  /zs=éwt

freeze: frozen  (n)/pd®e-t, /?ix*-t

freeze /¢at-nix* (freeze to death)

freeze /x"dk*-t (hard frost)

full /gréé-t

ur See feather, leaf

sive /n-t-és

siive n/mi”-e-s  (pl.)

sive /né-x-c |Vné(h)-xi-t-es| (hand over)
cive away /x¥i¢-m-s [Vx*&:-min-t-es|

co /xviy (setout)

go /nés (depart, gotoa destination)

go /qrc-fyx (move, start out)

go /xds-t (go home)

good /pé [Nyah|

grandchild  /?imc

grandfather (occasionally great-uncle) s/pdp-ze?
grandmother (occasionally great-aunt) /kzé
grass, hay  s/yfg-m

great-aunt  See grandmother, aunt
great-uncle See grandfather, uncle

green, yellow /k*[?]dl (grass green)
green, yellow 2es-ta/kI-it  (pale green or yellow)
green, yellow ?es/k*l-6” (dark yellow-green)

SKETCH OF THOMPSON, A SALISHAN LANGUAGE

guts  s/tm=énk
hair  s/Kép=qn (Spuzzum /qéw-tn)

hand  See arm

head |=qin|, /§"im=gn

hear /ge’nim-e-s
heart  s/x*dkeuk*
heavy /xm=énk

here ?éy-e

hit
hit
hit
hit
hit

Jeu?-t-és  (with fist)
/tag-t-és  (with projectile)
/sak-t-és  (with stick, etc.)
/gém-e-s  (hit target)
/tiip-e-s  (collide with)

horn, antler  s/q*dy=exkn

hot /¢l6x [N&alix*|

house |-etx*|, /citx*

house s/?istk-n (winter house)
how?  ¢/kén-m

hunt (for game) /pix-m

hunt  /4d[*¢]y-m (shooting)
husband  s/xdywi

ice
if
in
in

in-

n/pdc~

%e  (7.6.2)
(see ‘at’, 6.3.1.)

(n)/?dtx~  (enter)
law after death of linking relative n/kaf-wes/wf yx
(‘co-mourner’) (conversational) n/g*ié-tn
(technical)
in-law: man’s male in-law of same generation
(brother-in-law, wife’s male cousin, cousin’s
husband) s/ééxt
in-law: woman’s female in-law of same generation
(sister-in-law, husband’s female cousin, cousin’s
wife) s/kéw
in-law: spouse’s relatives wane/wine”x"
in-law: spouse’s in-law  n/Kat/xi’tném  (‘co-visi-
tor to spouse’s family’)
in-law of opposite sex in same generation (man’s
sister-in-law, wife’s female cousin, cousin's wife;
woman’s brother-in-law, husband’s male cousin,
cousin’s husband) s/?=éstm

in-law of sibling or child s/x*némt

kil

| /piiys-c [Vpiys-t-es|

kill /hig-e-s (pl.)
kinnikinnick /?éyk (berries)
kinnikinnick /?ik=élp (plant)



knee |=ews=x3n|, s/km=éwes=xn
know  /xok-s-1-6s, /yax-m-s-t-és
lake /pétus=k*u

laugh

leaf |-eytx*| ‘foliage, fur, plumage’, /pcski
left  n/¢ak-?=ékst (left arm)

leg |-eyaws|, |(-ele)=x3n| (leg, foot), s/g*dxt (id.)
lie down /ciit-ix

lie down to sleep  /cix"-ix, n/mix"-ix (id., pl.)
lie down; lying (position) /piiyt, Pes/ciit, ?es/cix*
lightweight  x"uk~e/x"dk~

liver n/xééé-mn

long  /zéx-t

louse /g*tixa”

man, male s/gdyx*

many, much /x*?-it

meat |-eléi?| (carcass), s/miyc cf. deer
moon, month /md‘=xe-tn

mother  s/kix-ze?

mother-in-law or spouse’s aunt (female in-law of
ascending generation) /fcéck

mountain  s/g*3m
mouth |=cin|, /cii=cn, s/pliw=cn
name s/k"ést, /k"ést-e-s (name someone)
name /?um-e-s (give name to)
name /ne-t-és (pronounce name)
narrow  /txsi”xe?-1, /wnei’ne?-t
narrow /éma’i (tapering)
narrow “es/y3k (tall and thin)
narrow /?i¢-t  (small around)
near /k[*(’ke”]t
near ’es/té? (close by)
neck n/q'z=dps-in
nephew s/q"sé”?
new /ciyeci
niece  s/Aomk=épt
night (s)/“dp (dusk)
night /sitist  (dark)
no (12*)/té%¢ (no)
not (ta#)/té” (there is not)
not /tém ‘lack’ (7.5.3.)
nose |saqs|, s/ps-dqs
numbers (basic numerals)

1 /péye”

2 /séye
3 /ke?tés
4 /miis
5 /feiy=kst
6 /Adg-m=ekst
7 Jeiit=ke?
8 /piiips
9 /tam-t/péye?
10 /?ipn=ekst
11 /?ipn=ekst ?et /péye?
12 /?upn=ekst ?et /séye, etc. (see coordinate
phrases, 7.7.)
20 /si-#/?iipn=ekst
21 /si-i/?ipn=ekst ?et /péye?, etc.
30 /ke’l/?iipn=ekst
40 /mu-1/?iipn=ekst
50 /ci=k-1/?vipn=ekst
60 /A’aém=ek-l/’u’pn=eksr
70 /cut=ke?-1/?iipn=ekst
80 /pi?up-t/?ipn=ekst
90 /tam-t/peye?-1/?iipn=ekst (see compounds,
6.1.1.)
100 /xac-p=qi[*q]n=kst
how many”? /k*inex
numbers (persons)
1 /pé[p]ye?
2 sa/séye
3 kas/ke?tés
4 /miisemas
5 /eiyscizkst
6 /AdgeAag-m=ekst
7 /eiitecut=ke?
8 /pi%i[+” Jps
9 Jtam-t/pé[sp|ye”
10 /2ip[apIn=ekst
how many (people)? /*in/+kK*nJex
numbers (animals)
I fpis2éye?
2 /sé[ss]ye
3 Jke?[*kjté[+t]s
4 /mifom]s
S fed[sc]iskst
6 Zhd[*A )g-mekst
7 /eiifsc)tske?




8 /pi”i[*?]ps

9 /tam-/pie?éye?

10 /2i[*? Jpr=kst

how many (animals)? /K*i[*k" Jriex

numbers (counting) Many other classes of things are
counted with special derivatives through 10: e.g.,

berries, round objects, dollars: /pi”=iise”, /siy
/ke?kiise?, /mus-=iise?, /cizks=iise?, /Aag-
ise?, /cut=ke?-=iise?, /pi’ups-=iise”, /tam-t/pi-=
iise?, /?upn=eks-=iise?, /kK*anex=iise”; blankets:
/pi?=ite?, /siy=i¢e?, etc.; outer garments: n/pi?=
élgs, n/siy=élgs, etc. (note n- prefix); fruit bushes
and trees: /pi?=éizi”x, etc.; roots: /pi?=iipe?, etc.;
berries or roots by basketful: /pi?=étéze”?, etc.; fish
caught: /pi?=étus, etc.; days: pi?=ésqt, etc.

ocean, sea  /qu”-mix
water)

old /gatmin (aged person)

old m/wén (old thing, perhaps still in good
condition)

path  See road

(also lower Fraser River; cf.

person, human being, Indian |-eyt|, /Au?-s/qdyx"
(Spuzzum //ii’~x/qa’yx") (cf. man)

person, human, Indian |-emox|, /séytkn=mx
(pl.: ‘people’)

play /séyesi?

prairie  s/péy-m

pull /cak*-t-és

pull /cik*-e-s (pl.)

pull /fyaS-t-és (drag)

pull out /édg-e-s

push  (n)/kviip-e-s

push /¢ak=-t-és (propel)

rain  s/tékt

rain /tékt ‘it rains’

red es/cig”

right n/i?h=ékst (right arm) (cf. good)

river /g i? ‘water’

road, trail, path  |-xaway|, [-ews| (middle of),
/xwét

roast or barbecue fish beside fire /itfqave?-me

rock, stone  |=eyst|, s/xénx

root |-upe?| ‘root; tail’, /kK*mi?x*=ép

root /k*amyéx* (cedar root, for basket making)

root s/kémec (dog-tooth [snow] lily root, for food)

rope  |zeyek|, /x*i?Im

rotten (spoiled) /n[?]dg

rotten (of wood) /‘“"éq“ﬁ

SKETCH OF THOMPSON. A SALISHAN LANGUAGE

round “es/gméy*  (spherical)

round “es/gydg (circular)

b /zak-1-és

rub /yat-1-és (against rough surface, grind)
rub between hands /zéc-e-s

run /tf-iyx

salmon  s/gy=éytn

salmon /k*pi?e (Chinook, spring, king)
salmon /k*ilu?x* (chum, dog)

salmon s/xdy=gs (coho, silver)

salmon /héni? (pink, humpback)
salmon s/x*d”es (sockeye, red, blueback)
salt  /édl-t

sand  s-ga*/gdpe”

say /cii-t

say /ciin-s (instruct)

say /pilax-e-s (inform)

say /g“in-cit (talk)

say /q"in-t-és (talk to)

say what? /?inw-n-s

scratch  /?ix-e-s

scratch  /cén-e-s  (breaking skin)

scratch /gas-t-és  (to relieve itching)
scratch léyéé'-e~s~/éi6‘—e-1-é: (claw)
see /wik-c [Nwik:-t-es|

see /k*én-e-s (look at)

seed s/kax=qin-tn

sew l/iq"ulr-e‘x

sharp n-x*aze/x"z=iis (of blade edge)
sharp ?es-¢ame/ém=dqs (of point)

shoot /gdy-e-s (cf. hunt)

shoot /fd[*t]ne¢ (target shooting)

short  /tgei?ge?-t

sibling: elder brother or male cousin /géck
sibling: elder sister or female cousin /kix
sibling: younger brother or male cousin /sinci?

sibling: younger sister or female cousin /c3[sce]?
(reference of sibling terms varies when applied to
cousins: in Spuzzum a cousin is reckoned as older
if his parent is older than ego’s parent through
whom they are related, regardless of actual
chronological age; from Boston Bar upriver only
chronological age relative to ego is pertinent. In all
dialects s/4"6[*¢"]-ze” refers only to persons
younger than ego.)



sibling: younger sibling  s/4"6[*¢"]/-ze” star n-k"a*/k"iish

sing /?iA-m stepon /kw-é-1-e-s

sister See sibling stick (of wood) |=eyeq®| (tree, wood, table, line),
s/xic

stick /qdlex (digging stick)

suck /din-e-s

suck /g”ém (baby nurses)

summer s-n/gy=énk

sun |-us|, s/k*dk"es

sweat /gdl=ze? (take sweatbath)

sweathouse n/gdl=ze?-tn

sister-in-law ~ See in-law

sit  /mice’q

sit  /tdg-ix (pl.)

skin, pelt, hide /sipéé

skin, pelt, hide s/xil=é¢ (tanned buckskin)
sky s/)fqr

sleep /"6yt

small /K*msi{?me?

smell /sir-e-s sweating  /g"dz*z

swell up  /péw-t

swellup /px-3p (inflate, puff up)

swim n/gdy-ix

swim n/xdy-ix (of fish)

tail |=upe?|, /s=iipe? (of animal, bird)

tail s/?-éle?=xn (of fish)

take, take hold /k*én-s |\/T("én:-t-es|, /k*né-m

smell /x*?ix* (give off odor)

smoke (of fire) s/x[?]éc

smooth  ?es-t/k*3z°k*az-t  (polished)
smooth es-t/k*3mek*am-t (flat, level)
smooth /éx*-3p (eroded by water)
smooth k¥ue/k*iw (slippery)

snake s/méyx

snow  s/wiix*t there ci?e (not far)

snow /wix"t ‘it snows’ there #i’e (remote)

some (certain ones) s/?{x"} there #7¢ (over there)

son See child thick /pt 3t-t

son-in-law or niece’s husband  s/cutét thick /zidy-t  (stout)

spear /fu?=min thick /kg-3p  (of liquid)

spear /mnip (fishing) thin /pxei?xa?-t (of layer) (cf. narrow)

spit (expectorate) /ptix*-m think  /pt=iy [Vptsinows:-min-t-es| ~(think

spit on /ptix*-e-s about)

spitout /ptéy*-m-s [Nptix*:-min-t-es| or /idy-m-s think  /f2K*-min-s (remember)

|\ﬁéxW:.min.t.es\ throw  /¢ag-min-s
split /sag-t-és throw down  /§(a)min-s  (cf. hit)
split /sag-t-és (crack) tie /Cac-1-és
spring (of water) /ptik* tie /uis-e-s (restrain)
springtime  /tamiik, n/x*ipt tongue /t3f-e?
squeeze /yép-e-s tooth  |-énfs| ‘tooth, board, plank’, /xyéx-
squeeze /lip-e-t-és (pinch) trail  See road
squeeze /pit-e-s (press) tree [-eyeq'|, s/yép (cf. ‘stand), |-elp| (plant)
squeeze /pi?-1-és (wring) urn - /pig=éytx*-e-s  (leaf or page)
stab, pierce /fu?-t-és turn  /siw-ix  (off road)
stab, pierce /yap-t-és  (pin, prick, sting) turn  /mén-ix (away from)
stand(ing) ?es/tél-ix (of person) turn  /piiy-e-s  (upside down, of concave object)
stand(ing) es/ty-3p (of object) turn around  /salk-e-r-és
stand(ing) es/yép (sticking straight up out of turn over  /sig-e-r-és
642 ground) uncle, great-uncle /si[*s]ge?

THOMPSON, THOMPSON, AND EGESDAL



upstream n/k"iime  (direction: cf. /k*iime ‘go up
away from water; from fire in house’)

upstream JAdx-ix (go by water)
upstream n/k"ii[*k* e  (location)
vomit /wék

vomit it out /x"ii¢-e-s

walk /x“esit

warm game/gim-t

warm /géc (feel warm)

wash  /¢éw-e-s

wash /séx*-m (bathe)

wash /§*i¢-e-s (launder)

water  |setkaw|, /g"1i?

wet /¢[?]dg”

wet /i[’]a’ﬁ (from spatter)
wet /s[?]éw (from undergrowth)
wet /g*[?]én  (soaked)

what? s/té? (cf. say)

when? /pi?-s/té?

where? n /hén, w /hén

white ?es-t/piq

who? s/wét

why? /kén-m (7.5.2.)

wide /tdg-t

wife s/m?-ém

wind (blowing) s/néw-t

wing  s/¢k=dxn

winter  s/?istk

wipe /?ép-e-s

with  ki?*/kéy-x (accompanying)
with n/kat- (companion), (6.1.1.)
with ?es-n/xi? (included, involved)

woman, female s/miitec

work /ew-sm  (Ncaw| ‘do, make’)

worm /?ixic (wood worm)

worm .v-up'/up-lq’[-i]ec’e’ (caterpillar)

worm wap-wap-lﬂ’/-l']['y]ek' (id.)

worms  s-mi?s/mé[sm]i’x (diminutive augmentative
of ‘snake’; no sg., 6.7.1.)

year [<(sz)enx*|, /zol-p=szénx

year s/wiix*-t ‘snow’

yellow See green
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